
1 

The Lipout 
The Official Publication of The Club at Apple Mountain 

September - 2018 
Volume 12 

Issue 4 

By Mark Lee & Bud Collins 

The Club is once again participating 

in the NCGA Team Match competi-
tion (also known as “12-Man”).  Team 
Match is essentially a match play 
"league," pitting our club versus others 

in both home and away matches.   

Thursday Play:  On Aug 16, the Club's 12-Man team com-
pleted an undefeated season of Thursday play by defeating 
Darkhorse GC at home, 26-10.  The team finished Thursday 
play with a record of 5-0-1 and is seeded 2nd out of 32 teams 
entering the playoffs.   
Thursday playoffs began on August 30th and Apple Moun-
tain earned a solid revenge victory against Red Bluff’s Wilcox 
Oaks (who, in 2014, beat us in the semi-finals to go on to 
play in the Championship rounds) 23-13. 
 

Saturday Play:  On August 18, The Club's 12-Man team 
came through in a "do-or-die" situation, besting the Ridge 
GC at their own course, 22-14.  With this victory, the 12-
Man team avenges an earlier season loss to the Ridge at Ap-
ple Mountain and finishes Saturday play with a record of 3-2-
1.  This record put our team in 2nd place in its Saturday divi-
sion, but with rule changes this year allowing top 2nd place 
teams to make the playoffs, the team punched its ticket to 
post-season Saturday play.. 
Saturday playoffs began on Sept 1st against Ancil Hoffman 
with only 10 participants, 6 at Apple Mountain and 4 at An-
cil.  3 out of the 4 away singles matches were won by Apple 
and in two of the three best ball matches, the 2 single players 
took their team matches all the way to hole 16 and to the 
very last putt on 18,  but the team fell short, 13-23. 
To keep up to date on all Team Match play, go to The Club’s 
website at http://theclub-applemountain,weebly.com/ncga-
team.html. 

Both NCGA 12-Man Teams Advance to Playoffs 

When the story of the Club at Apple 

Mountain’s 2018 Team Match season is finally written, it will 
be done by the squad captains and include facts and statistics.  
I, on the other hand, being a minor, inconsequential player, 
am bound by no such restrictions. I can only offer a simple, 
biased account of my own experience that some may say re-
sembles fiction. 
In 2009, I joined the 12-Man Team, as it was called then, and 
had a fun time traveling to the private courses of the opposi-
tion. We were treated to a free lunch, thoroughly drubbed on 
their course and then told to come back and try again next 

year. Team Match had become like the annual com-
pany picnic where the ants feasted on cake and our 
players always lost the tug-of-war. 
Ron “Swami” Chamberlain, a first year Board 

president at the time, decided that 
the Club would no longer accept 
patronizing pats on the head or 
“participation trophy” status. He 
oversaw a revamp of the program 
and recruited new talent that 
could compete on a level that 
would, at least, give our team a 
fighting chance. I can proudly say 
that I was not part of that talent. 

The very next year, the team 
made the playoffs and, in 2011, 
went all the way to Monterey to 
compete for the Championship. 
That was Ron’s last (cont on Pg 2)  

From the President 

 Swami, how I love ya 

By John O’Shea 
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Swami         (Continued from Page 1) 
hurrah as president, and as you know, we lost him permanent-
ly to the Celestial Golf Links last year. He’s gone from The 
Club and from this Earth - or is he? 
This year, the team captains decided to call on the “Spirit of 
Swami” to tap his distinctive energy that had led to the success 
of the 2011 crew. They placed his embroidered visage on the 
shoulders of the team shirts with the caption “This is our 
year”. Immediately, we began to feel the intangible flicker of 
buoyancy that Ron brought to every occasion. Instead of one 
team making the playoffs, “Swami Power” swept two teams 
into the post season. There’s simply no other explanation. 
Despite previous misgivings, my personal 2018 Team Match 
experience has converted me to be a true believer in “Swami 
Power”. Unlike many members of the Club, I didn’t have a 
close relationship with Ron Chamberlain.  In fact, it could be 
described as contentious. One would think that, having so 
many things in common - we were both firefighters and presi-
dent of the Club at Apple Mountain - that we would be like 
brothers. Actually, we fought like brothers but were “friends”, 

Facebook friends; and that relationship revealed that we were 
politically incompatible.  Let’s just say that, philosophically, 
Ron was a slicer and I am a hooker. 
Nevertheless, because our connection went deeper than the 
relative insignificance of politics, Ron and I ironed out our 
differences. Before he died, we had agreed to disagree.  
I know he was a presence on my shoulder (not just on my 
shirt) during my two regular season matches. I won them in 
typical Swami style - not by my overpowering, errorless golf 
but because both my opponents had mysteriously opted to 
land their drives in the water hazards and out of bounds of 
their own courses. When I realized that the “Spirit of Swami” 
had taken over the matches, all I had to do was keep my ball 
mostly in play and victory would be assured. 
The ultimate outcome of the 2018 Team Match season has yet 
to be determined. There are numerous hurdles to contend 
with before we can plan another trip to Monterey. However, 
the members of our team have discovered that we each have a 
15th club in our bags - the “Spirit of Swami”. Ironically, it’s a 
club that no one, like Ron “Swami-Sabbatini” Chamberlain, 
can point out and assess a penalty.  
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The victorious Saturday 12-Man team at The Ridge 

NCGA Net Amateur Qualifier, July 12:   
Just five golfers competed for the two slots to move on to 
Sectional Qualifying in the 25th NCGA Net Amateur Champi-
onship.  The winners 
of the Qualifier were 
Dennis Ringnes with 
a net 73 and Steve 
Dringenberg with a 
net 68.  Sectional Qual-
ifying will take place on 
September 13, with the 
finals taking place at 
Poppy Hills GC on 
October 15-16.  

Ryder Cup Rumble, July 17: 
This annual match play extravaganza was all new this 
year and more colorful than ever.  There were red tees 
and black tees, there were blue shirts and grey shirts, 
there were tons and tons of pink flags!  This year, 18-
hole matches were played with each hole being a des-
ignated format (scramble, shamble, or better 
ball).  Unique tee boxes were defined, making for sev-
eral drivable Par 4s and 5s.  Lots of food and fun af-
terwards, too, with an excellent spread which was put 
on by the Apple Mountain Grille.  When it was all said 
and done, the Blue Team (captained by Mark Lee) 

defeated the Grey Team (captained by Nate Humes) by a 
score of  
14 to10.  It was a close match, which went down to the fi-
nal foursome.                                         (Continued on Page 3) 

Tournament Tap-Ins   By Mark Lee  (cont from Pg 1)   
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Equitable Stroke Control 
 

If you think you know all there is to know about Equitable 
Stroke Control (ESC), skip to the end of this article where 
you will probably learn something you don’t know about 
ESC. 
ESC is a way to keep really bad holes from unfairly inflating 
a golfer’s handicap.  ESC prevents you from recording a 
score higher than an amount that depends on your handicap.  
If your handicap is under 10, your ESC is double bogey.  
With a handicap of between 10 and 19, your ESC is 7, from 
20 to 29, it is 8 and from 30 to 39, it is 9.  Curiously, if you 
have a 24 handicap, your maximum score of 8 applies to all 
holes, from par 3’s to par 5’s. 
Note that the ESC uses your handicap, not your Index.   
In addition, the handicap you use is your handicap before 
making Rating adjustments for play in a flight that has more 

than one tee being played from.  So, for example, if you 
play in the Ball Toss with a handicap from the White tees 
of 19, that is adjusted to 21 for the Toss, you may only take 
a maximum score of 7, not 8. 
Interestingly, this is all changing in 2020.  Beginning then, 
ESC will be net double bogie, no matter what your handi-
cap is.  Let’s say your handicap is such that you get one 
stroke on Hole #9 at Apple Mountain.  Net double bogie 
would be the Par of 5, plus two strokes, representing dou-

ble bogey, plus the one handicap stroke you get.  So, net 
double bogey would be an 8. 
Sometimes this change will result in a lower score than can 
be currently recorded and sometimes it will result in a higher 
score than can be currently recorded.  For example, if you 
have a 22 handicap and get one stroke on a par 3, you cur-
rently could record a maximum score of 8.  Beginning in 
2020, the most you will be able to record is a 6. 
However, if you get two strokes on a par 5, you currently can 
record a maximum score of 8.  But, beginning in 2020, you 
will be able to record a 9. 
I searched the Internet looking for the logic in the change, 
but could not find anything.  If anyone knows the logic, let 
me know. 
This change in ESC scoring will conform to how Europe 
already calculates it.  

Steve Jenkins’ 

Rules  

Corner  
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Four Club Tournament, August 7: 
On a warm and smoky August day, a group of intrepid golf-
ers attacked our course with limited tools...specifically, four 
clubs instead of the usual 14.  They were surprised at how 
well they did, and some winners emerged after the fray.  In 
the A Flight, Ron and MaryAnn Baker took first place with 
an 11-under par net 59, while the Jims (Ussery and Dixon) 
finished in second place at 8-under par net 62.  In the B 
Flight, Richard Grant and Jim Waters captured first place 
with a sizzling 13-under par net 57, with Steve Jenkins and 
Bob Elliott placing second with a 9-under par net 61.  Clos-
est-to-the-pin winners were Herb Knieriem on #2 and Rob 
DiNunzio on #15.  See, you really don't need all those clubs, 
do you?   
 

NCGA Sr. Four-Ball Net Sectional Qualifying, 8/8: 
Two teams from our Club, Ron & MaryAnn Baker and Bud 
Collins & Wayne Duty, played in Sectional Qualifying for the 
NCGA Senior Four-Ball Net Championship 
at Castle Oaks on August 8.  Wayne was 
filling in for Ralph Ogden, who unfortunate-
ly was out with a finger injury.  Thirty-two 2
-person teams competed for five slots to go 
on to the Finals.  Bud & Wayne finished in 
second place with a net better ball score of 
12-under par net 59, stamping their ticket to 

the Finals!  On his own ball, Bud shot a strong 5-under par 
net 66, including a birdie on the tough #18 finishing 
hole.  Wayne contributed as well with a steady net 73.  Add-
ing to our Club's strong showing, Ron & MaryAnn finished 
in eighth place with a better ball net score of 8-under par net 
63.  They sit as the third alternate team to go to the Finals 
should teams who finished in the top five prove unable to 
play.  The Senior Four-Ball Net Championship will be held 
this Monday and Tuesday, September 10-11 at Poppy Ridge 
GC in Livermore. 
 

King of the Mountain Cup: 
Concurrent with the Net Amateur Qualifier, the fifth and 
final regular season King of the Mountain Tournament was 
held.  This competition is similar to the PGA's FedEx Cup 
with players accumulating points over several tournaments 
based on their rank finish.  In the July 12th tournament, the 
winners were Bill Bates and Mike Dietz, Sr. who both carded 

a score of 5-under par net 65, winning 400 
KOM points each.  Third place was taken 
by Steve Dringenberg, garnering 190 
KOM points.  With these results, the 
KOM Cup race has tightened considera-
bly.   
The KOM Playoffs begin next weekend at
       (Continued on Page 4)  

More Tournament Tap-Ins  By Mark Lee  (cont from Pg 1)   
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More Tournament Tap-Ins   (cont from Pg 3)  

 

 the Club Championshi Sept 15-16 where 750 points will be  
given to the winner and conclude at the Player Appreciation 
Tournament in November where 1000 points await the vic-
tor.    
It’s still anyone’s game in this year’s KOM Cup competition.  
For more information on the King of the Mountain competi-
tion, see the Club web site at http://theclub-
applemountain.weebly.com/king-of-the-mountain.html.     

  KOM standings after five tournaments 

 

Summer League:  The 2018 Summer League began on 
the 1st of June with 22 teams competing in 3 flights.  After 3 
plus months of play the ‘B’ & ‘C’ flights have completed 
their regular rounds of play.  In the ‘B’ flight, finishing 1st, is 
Ron & MaryAnn Baker with 10.5 points .  Also with 10.5 

points and in 2nd, is Josh Rodriquez and Stephan Ciccerelli.  
In 3rd place is Jay Toolson and Del Mobley, 8 points and in 
4th is Wayne Duty and Bruce Nyhammer. 
In the ‘C’ flight, finishing 1st is Ralph Ogden and Steve Jen-
kins with 11 points.  In a close 2nd place with 10.5 points is 
Joe and Gabby Gargus and in 3rd with 9 points is Jen and 
Mike Hayworth.  In 4th, with 8.5 points is Ralph 
Mouillesseaux and  Roy Hopkinson.  All but 3 teams in these 
two flights finished all matches on time and received the max 
of 1.5 extra points.   
The ‘A’ flight is continuing play with 1 extra match to play in 

September.  Jim Dixon and Jim Ussery are in 1st with 
11 points, Chris Mateo and Brad Visman in 2nd with 
8.5 points, Bill Bates and Nate Humes in 3rd,  also with 
8.5 points,  and in 4th with 8 points is Ray Costly and 
Robbie Dowd.  The A flight is struggling to get their 
matches in on time with only 3 teams getting the al-
lowable 1.5 extra points. 
Playoffs will begin this month for the ‘B’ and ‘C; flight 
and next month for the ‘A’ flight.  Playoffs are sched-
uled to complete in October, in time for Winter 
League play to begin in November.   
Tuesday Ball Toss (TBT): 
The weekly “Ball Toss” is now played on Tuesday 
mornings at 9 AM.  Club member Wayne Duty 
(golfdude41@att.net) has taken over running this fun, 
low key, 18-hole competition.  Various formats, mostly 
postable rounds, are featured.  This is a good venue to 
get to know other Club members, both male and fe-
male, and to enjoy a weekday golf outing with the 
Club, where guests are welcome.  Contact Wayne or 
the golf shop if you have an interest in playing on any 
given Tuesday. 
 

Upcoming Tournaments/Events: 
The two-day 2018 Club Championship is slated for 
September 15-16, so save the date!  More details will 

be posted on the web site shortly.  You can always get infor-
mation about upcoming tournaments at http://theclub-
applemountain.weebly.com/upcoming-tournaments.html. 
Hope to see you at the Mountain soon.  Come out and join 
us! 
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John O’Shea, President 

jpocelt@yahoo.com 

(510) 484-7028 
 

John Sellers,  

Vice-President  

johns@digi-doc.com 

(530) 306-4711 

Contact Information 

 

Mark Lee,                                
Tournament Director 

ml2001@hotmail.com               

(530) 391-0386 

Steve Jenkins,  

Rules & Handicap Chair 

sejenkins68@gmail.com  

(530) 644-3344  

 

 

MaryAnn Baker,  

Treasurer 

maryann7469@att.net  

(530) 622-3975  

 

Bud Collins, Secretary 

bcollins4503@gmail.com 

(530) 622-8113 

http://theclub-applemountain.weebly.com/king-of-the-mountain.html
http://theclub-applemountain.weebly.com/king-of-the-mountain.html
mailto:golfdude41@att.net
http://theclub-applemountain.weebly.com/upcoming-tournaments.html
http://theclub-applemountain.weebly.com/upcoming-tournaments.html
mailto:ssjenkins68@hotmail.com
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Tuesday Ball Toss “TBT” 

It’s Summer!  Tee times now start at 9 AM (Ball Toss at 8:50) 
 

Contact Wayne Duty at golfdude41@att.net to sign up 
 

Various formats, mostly postable rounds.  Guests are welcome. 


