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A Tale of Diminishing Returns 

By John O’Shea 

Once upon a time, the king of a mountainous, semi
-alpine realm known as Apricot Ridge sent out his 
annual proclamation to the citizens of the domin-

ion. As in the past, he invited them to participate in a 2-day contest 
that would ultimately determine who would be the champion of the 
year. 
In the last ten years, the forested kingdom had seen a dramatic two
-thirds reduction in its population, but the king was ever hopeful 
that he could revive the glory of the old days and once again be-
hold huge throngs in attendance at the contest. 
The responses to the king's invitation trickled in, but they were 
meager, indeed. In fact, the contestants registering to compete for 
the primary champion category, the Order of the Blue Eagle, num-
bered only four - a sharp contrast to previous contests. Without a 
substantial pool of talented contenders, there was a distinct possi-
bility that the relative prestige of winning the Blue Eagle would be 
greatly diminished. 
The disappointed king dispatched emissaries to discover why so 
many of the past Blue Eagle Champions had neglected to respond 
to his call to honor. They returned to him with incredible tales of 
petty grievances, conflicting schedules, and simple lack of interest. 
It was apparent that some of the most worthy contestants in the 
land no longer considered the Order of the Blue Eagle to be the 
noble prize it once was. 
In an effort to compensate for the poor response and resulting 
reward, the king's Director of Competition offered to restructure 
the contest, thereby, at the least, increasing the pitiful award des-
tined to go to the winner. However, his plan was summarily dis-
missed by the Council for Injudicious Decisions which cited an-
cient history and factors no longer relevant in their ruling. 
The contest was conducted as scheduled with only four stalwarts 
vying for the Blue Eagle and fewer competitors in the lesser catego-
ries. When the prizes for the winners were announced, it was re-
vealed that the Order of the Blue Eagle Champion had spent more 
farthings to enter the contest than he received for winning it.  
Of course, it was widely accepted that the contest was not conduct-
ed for monetary gain, but for the honor of representing Apricot 
Ridge as its champion. However, without disparaging the four loyal 
Blue Eagle contenders, the question loomed: Is it a true honor to 
win a contest when many of the most skilled competitors did not 
attend? The king will be asking that question next year when the 
Blue Eagle is once more up for grabs.  

* [All characters, place names and references appearing in this 
article are fictitious. Any resemblance to real persons, living 
or dead is purely coincidental.] 

Gary Logan is our 

new Club Champion 
On September 9th & 10th we held the 
club’s annual Club Championship.  Twen-
ty players competed including three wom-
en on Sunday.  The finale results show 
Gary Logan walk-
ing off with the 
overall club champi-
onship after shoot-
ing a 2 round gross 
157.  Congratula-

tions Gary on your rounds of 79 and 78.  
Finishing with a low net 146, Rob Cuddy 
came in as the Championship flight net win-
ner.  In The Ladies Flight, MaryAnn Baker shot a one round gross 

88 to take the Title as 2017 Women’s Champion.  
The Women’s flight net winner was Jennifer 
Hayworth with a net 63.  In the ‘B’ flight, 
George Leddy  finished 1st with a 2 round net 
138, winning in a card off to Jim Ussery also with 
net 138.  Wayne Duty finished 3rd 
in the ‘B’ flight with a net 143.  ‘C’ 
flight results found Jim Piet win-

ning 1st net with the low net for the day, 128.  Jim 
Waters fired a net 138 for a 2nd place finish and 
Steve Jenkins came in 3rd with a net 147.  The men’s 
putting champion this year was George Leddy with 
63 putts, besting Gary Logan’s 63 with a card off tie breaker.  In 
the Women’s division, MaryAnn Baker won the women’s putting 
championship with 30 putts.   

More Tournament  

Tap-ins 
By Jay Toolson 

 

2017 Winter League:   

The 2017 Winter League is finally complete with Gary Logan & 
Beverly Edwards besting John Sellers and Dave Wilson in the long 
awaited ‘B’ flight finale.                                      (Continued on Page 2) 
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Tournament Tap-ins  (continued from Page 1) 
 
2017 Summer League: 
Summer League regular round robin play is over and we are ready-
ing to start a 3 flight playoff round.  Bill Bates & Nate Humes have 
come out on top of the ‘A’ Flight with 8.5 points out of a possible 
10, with Mark Berscheid and Jerry Marshall taking 2nd with a tie 
breaker over Ray Costley and Matt Dowd.  In the ‘B’ Flight, Herb 
Knieriem and Dave Schecter finished 1st with 7.5 points and the 
Bakers, Ron and MaryAnn came in 2nd place with 6 points.  The ‘C’ 
flight is yet to be completed, 1 unplayed match, however, Ralph 
Ogden & Steve Jenkins have sewn up 1st place with 8 points out of 
a possible 12.  Vying for 2nd & 3rd place is Team Hayworth, Team 
Gargus and the team of Bill Sowders  and Rich Grant. 

4-Play Tournament: 
On August 15, our annual 4 club tournament yielded the following 
results.  Steve Dringenberg and Mark Lee finished in 1st place in the 
‘A’ flight, with an amazing net 61; amazing because that would be a 
great score with all 14 clubs.  Coming in 2nd was Ron and MaryAnn 
Baker with a net 62 while Mark Berscheid and Dave Schecter fin-
ished 3rd with a net 67.  ‘B’ Flight results show Bob Elliott and 
Dennis Ringnes firing a net 62 in 1st place, Jim Piet & Jim Waters 
shooting a net 66 in 2nd place and Wayne & Bonnie Duty in 3rd  also 
with a net 66.  

Lake Tahoe GC Outing: 
On August 29, 24 players traveled to Lake Tahoe for a fun day of 
golf organized by Rob Lupient.  Thanks Rob, for all your hard 
work and dedication in organizing our away events.  This year we 
played “skins” and “beat the boss” at the Lake Tahoe course. It was 
a terrific day, out of the summer heat, with lots of smiling and hap-
py faces completing a great round of golf. 

Upcoming Events:  This year’s Member Guest will be held 

on Oct. 14 & 15.  It’s time to organize your guests and sign up for 
this one.  The 2018 Winter League will start November 1st and 
the annual Player Appreciation Tournament will be held on 
Nov. 4.  The final tournament of the year is the annual Cyder Cup 
Tournament pitting the club against the resort employees on Tues-
day, Nov. 28. 
 
The club is in beginning stages of planning for next season’s tour-

naments so if any members have ideas on how to improve on our 

tournaments, at home or away, please let us know.  We are always 

looking for fun formats to include in tournaments and in TBT play. 

 

Steve Jenkins’ 

Rules Corner  
 

Local Rules 
 

As you are aware, in addition to the offi-
cial Rules of Golf, there are many Local 
Rules for Apple Mountain.  After looking 
at some local rules at other golf courses, we considered but decided 
not to implement several additional Local Rules.  Here are some 
examples: 
In Alberta, animals run past golfers as if the course were a shooting 
arcade.  Banff Sprints’ Local Rules state that “any shot striking an 
elk or other animal may be replayed without penalty.” 
Alaskan animals seemingly take it to the next level.  At North Star 
State Golf Club in Fairbanks, America’s northern-most golf course, 
a Local Rule states: “If a raven or fox steals the ball, take a free 
drop at the scene of the crime.” 
At Lake Powell National Golf Course in Page, Arizona, a “casual 
rattlesnake rule” is used if your ball is within the vicinity of a rattler.  
You can gather your ball, drop without penalty – then, presumably 
swing fast and run like hell. 
Think you should get relief in event of an elephant stampede?  Not 
at Elephant Hills Golf Club near Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe, where a 
Local Rule states that the golfer “shall be allowed to return to his 
ball, which shall be played as it lies, whether or not the animal had 
trodden thereon.” 
England’s Royal North Devon is home to sheep and horses that 
roam where they will.  This pastoral setting has its limits.  A Local 
Rule details how to handle a specific type of sticky situation:  “A 
ball which lies in or touches heaped or liquid manure may be lifted 
without penalty, cleaned and dropped.”  Tavistock Golf Club in 
southwestern England wants golfers to be clear that “relief from 
manure interfering with a player’s stance is denied.”  In other 
words, you don’t have to play out of crap, but you might have to 
step in it.  Tavistock’s Local Rule offers relief from other horse 
evidence on the green, including “a hoof mark, pony bite or urine 
burn.” 
At historic Oakhurst Links in West Virginia, where golfers play and 
dress as in the hickory-shaft era, a Local Rule covers what happens 
if your gutta-percha ball breaks apart during play:  You must hole 
out using the largest piece. 
Playing with half a ball might sound tough, but how about playing 
18 holes with bombs going off around you?  At Richmond Golf 
Club in Surrey, England, among seven rules in 1940 was this:  “A 
player whose stroke is affected by the simultaneous explosion of a 
bomb may play another ball from the same place.  Penalty:  one 
stroke.” 

 
John O’Shea, President 

jpocelt@yahoo.com 

(510) 484-7028 

 

Ron Baker,  

Vice-President & 

Co-Tournament Director 

rbaker512@gmail.com  

(530) 622-3975  

Contact Information 

 
Jay Toolson,  

Tournament Director 

jay4075@gmail.com 

(530) 908-6229 

Steve Jenkins,  

Rules & Handicap Chair 

sejenkins68@gmail.com  

(530) 644-3344  

 

 

MaryAnn Baker,  

Treasurer 

maryann7469@att.net  

(530) 622-3975  

 
Bud Collins, Secretary 

bcollins4503@gmail.com 

(530) 622-8113 
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Remaining 2017  Tournament Schedule 

Aug 15, Tues. 9 AM  4-Play Tournament w/4 clubs,     [COMPLETED] 

Aug 29, Tues. 9 AM  Tahoe Golf Club  TBT Away event*   [COMPLETED] 

Sept 9-10, Sa.-Su. 12 N Club/Putting Championship,     [COMPLETED] 

Oct. 14, Sat. 1 PM  Member Guest 9-Hole Skin’s Game, Individual* 

Oct 15,  Sun. 10 AM  Member Guest Tournament, Various Formats*  

Nov 2017 - Mar 2018 Winter League Team Championship; Various Formats & Dates 

Nov 4, Sat. 10 AM  Player’s Appreciation Tourney, Medal & Skins (rain 11/ 11) 

Nov 28, Tues. 10 AM Cyder Cup Team Challenge (Invitational — Club vs Resort) 

 

 

Special Note: * Guests are welcome (2 more Tournament days) 

Tuesday Ball Toss “TBT” 

Tee times start at 9 AM (Ball Toss at 8:50) 
 

Contact Ron Baker at rbaker512@gmail.com to sign up 
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Player of the Year—Current Standings  

1 Ogden, Ralph 521 

2 Logan, Gary 411 

3 Knieriem, Herb 404 

4 Baker, MaryAnn 363 

5 Waters, Jim 331 

6 Humes, Nate 314 

7 Baker, Ron 311 

8 Jenkins, Stephen 305 

9 Cuddy, Rob 292 

10 Bercheid, Mark 275 

11 Schecter, David 271 

12 Marshall, Jerry 262 

13 Ussery, Jim 253 

14 Piet, Jim 241 

15 Buchanan, Ron 204 

16 Edwards, Beverly 201 

17 Thornhill, Larry 183 

18 Dringenberg, Steve 177 

19 Lee, Mark 173 

20 Berbles, Vince 170 

21 Leddy, George 170 

22 Ringnes, Dennis 167 

23 Hopkinson, Roy 166 

24 Sowders, Bill 151 


