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In the last edition of the Lipout, I 
urged our membership to dig down 
and find the time and energy to sup-
port the Club and lighten the burden 
on the dwindling core of current vol-
unteers. I introduced an opportunity for the general membership to attend monthly meetings and witness 
firsthand how a team of happy elves magically produces tournaments and social events for the carefree 
people of Apple Mountain. 
In hindsight, it would have been better if I hadn’t phrased the invitation so whimsically. Out of 102 mem-
bers, I received exactly four responses - three supportive and one grinch. That’s an interest rate of almost 4 percent - not bad for a 
lending institution, but a little troubling coming from the Club at Apple Mountain.  
In a way, the Club is a lending institution - volunteers lend their time and energy to an organization that provides recreation and 
competition through a game we all love. Many members believe that their annual dues and golf fees pay for all the services that are 
provided. However, even if it was for sale, they would not be able to afford the dedication and experience that is provided to them 
at no cost through the generosity of some of their fellow members.  
I do appreciate the three supportive members who responded to the meeting invitations - Wayne Duty (who has already served on 
the board), Jim Waters and Larry Thornhill. They give me hope that an organization such as our golf club will somehow find the 
human resources to survive when it absolutely needs them. 
In a backhanded sort of way, I must also acknowledge the grinch who responded. He shall remain anonymous, but he provided 
valuable insight - although it may not have been his intention. He queried whether the Club was being “run for and by a few select 
members or is it for EVERYONE”. The answer, of course, is YES! A few select members have such regard for our Club that they 
donate their time and skills to ensure that EVERYONE has a rewarding golfing experience.  
The administration of the Club naturally reflects the personalities of the members who volunteer to serve. The only way to abso-
lutely guarantee that the Club is being run in a manner that you find acceptable is to become one of those “few select members” 
yourself.  

From the President 

 Low Interest 
By John O’Shea 

Tournament Tap-Ins     By Jay Toolson 

Winter League:  The 2017-2018 
Winter League competi-
tion was completed 
with winners and losers 
in three flights.  In the 
‘A’  f l ight ,  Steve 
Dringenberg and Mark 
Lee defeated team Dietz 

in the finals, with Mike and Michael 
Dietz finishing 2nd.  Bill Bates and 
Nate Humes finished 3rd.   
In the ‘B’ flight,  Gary Logan and Bev. 
Edwards defended their title from last 
year by defeating George Leddy and Jay 
Toolson  (2nd) and Jim Dixon and Jim 
Ussery finished 3rd.   
In the ‘C’ flight,  Ralph Ogden and Ste-
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ve Jenkins claimed their third title in a row 
when they came from behind to defeat 
Dave Schecter and Herb Knieriem 
(Dennis Ringnes subbed for injured Herb) 
2nd place while Wayne Duty and Bruce 
Nyhammer finished in 3rd place.  

Singles Match Play:  The Champion-
ship flight, finals match, pitting Steve 
Dringenberg and Nate Humes was com-
pleted with Steve coming out on top 4 up 
and winning the title of 2018 Match Play 
Champion and, of course, Nate finishing 
2nd.  Bill Bates defeated Mike Dietz for 
3rd/4th place. 
In the “Players” flight  Michael Dietz, Jr. 
will play Jim Dixon for 1st/2nd place and 
Jerry Marshall will face Ralph Ogden for 

3rd and 4th place.   
In the “Masters” flight semi-finals, Jim 
Ussery defeated Dennis Ringnes and Jay 
Toolson will play MaryAnn Baker, the 
winner to face Jim for 1st/2nd place. 
In the “Challengers” flight, Roy Hopkin-
son beat Jim Ward match for 1st/2nd and 
Jim Ward will face Jenny Hayworth for 
3rd/4th place. 

Carson Valley Trip:   A terrific trip 

was experienced by 20 members and 
guests.  On Wednesday the troop traveled 
to Dayton Valley Golf course for a windy 
18 hole competition.  Joe Gargus took top 
honors winning the overall title with a net 
64.  Mark Bersheid finished 1st on the 
front and Gary Logan finished 1st on the 
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Spotting the Sandbagger 
By Ryan Bill 

course and slope rating) of their last 20 
rounds.  More than half of your scores 
should be within 3 strokes of 3 over your 
handicap (87 to 93 in our example).  
Most golfers will beat their handicap (87 
or better in our example) 20 percent of 
the time and beat it by 3 strokes 

one out of every 20 
rounds.  For this 
player to break 80 
(beat their handicap 
by 8), the odds are 
1,138 to 1.  Do it 
twice and it would 
take the average golf-
er over 700 years of 
golf to accomplish 
this feat. 
So how do we look at 
a golfer that has two excep-
tional rounds?  When do we 
consider it an acceptable 

rarity?  When is it sandbagging?  The 
values in the next table only include val-
ues of best two scores and determines 
how many strokes a golfer’s handicap 
should be reduced to allow his best two 
scores likelihood to be an acceptable 

“rarity”.   
Take for example our 16 handicap.  
Let’s say his best two net (Cont on Pg 4) 

We have all played exceptionally well at 
times.  But how often should we beat 
our handicap?  A gentleman by the 
name of Dean Knuth invented todays 
USGA’s course rating and scoring sys-
tem.  He stated that a golfer should av-
erage about 3 shots higher than their 
handicap.  For 
example, a play-
er with a course 
handicap of 16, 
on a course with 
a USGA rating 
of 71.2, should 
average a 90, not 
an 87.  The 
USGA handicap 
system is based 
on 96 percent of 
the best 10 dif-
f e r e n t i a l s 
(corrected for 

More Tournament Tap-Ins   Mark Lee  (Cont from Page 1) 

hands-down winners with a net score of 

20-under par as Gary Logan shot an out-

standing gross score of 71.  Second place 

was taken by the team of Dennis 

Ringnes, Bud Collins & Dan Russell 

with a net score of 14-under.  Dan carded 

a net 64 with three birdies.  And finishing 

in third place was the team of Mike 

Hayworth, Steve Dringenberg & 

Mark Lee with a net score of 11-under 

par.  Mike shot an outstanding net 64.  

Congratulations to all the winners! 

King of the Mountain Cup:  The 
Club announced a new competition this 
year, focused on those golfers who want 
to use the course’s longer tees and pre-
fer to play a straight, stroke play format.  
Twenty-three golfers have signed up to 
compete this year to become the inau-
gural the King of the Mountain (KOM) 
and to win a Gold Membership at Ap-
ple Mountain.  It was also recently an-
nounced that due to the strong field of 
entrants, that the second place finisher 
in this year’s KOM competition would 
win ½ of a Gold Membership.  The 
competition will take place over seven 
tournaments total, where golfers will 
accumulate points based on their ranked 
finish, similar to the PGA’s FedEx Cup.   
The second KOM tournament took 

place on May 6th (concurrent with the 

NCGA Zone Qualifier), and the winner 

was Jim Cumbra, Jr. who shot an 5-

under par, net 65.  Second place went to 

Mark Lee with a 3-under par, net 67.  

And tied for third place were Ron Baker 

and Chris Mateo, who  (cont on Pg 3) 

back nine.  On the 2nd 
day we all played the 
Genoa Lakes Country 
Club course where 
Debra Verry beat every-
one (as the boss) with 

an overall net 64!  Fun trip , great time.                                         

Three Blind Mice:  The first Club 

tournament of the year was held on 

April 21st and was a rousing kick-off to 

the 2018 golf season.  Twenty-one golf-

ers enjoyed the warm weather, in a for-

mat which was simple: 3-person teams 

with a random selection of either 1, 2, or 

3 net scores to be taken on each hole.  

Teams didn’t know how many scores 

were required until they reached the flag 

on each hole.  Gary Logan, Bev Ed-

wards  & Gary Marshall were the 
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is 83.55.  He should have scores better 
than 81 approximately 20% of the time.  
He scored better than his average 4 times, 
or 20%.  The player beat his handicap by 
4 strokes one time with odds of 87:1 vs. 
his experience of 20:1.  It does not appear 
that this player is a sandbagger. 
One other thing.  The USGA Handicap 
Manual will adjust a player’s handicap if 
his 2 best tournament scores in the last 
12 months are better than his average 
scores over the same period of time and 
this will show up on the handicap report 
that I receive on the 1st and 15th of each 
month.  In the last two years, only one 
player from Apple Mountain was affected 
by this adjustment, and that was Bud Col-
lins.  Bud had scored well in a couple of 
tournaments, but was now injured, as 
reflected in his unusually higher recent 
scores, which created a bigger difference 
between his tournament scores and regu-
lar scores and triggered the adjustment.  
Because of the injury, The Handicap 
Committee eliminated the adjustment. 
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The Rules Corner  By Steve Jenkins 

I would like 
to mention 
a couple of 
things relat-
ed to Ryan’s 
article on 
“ S p o t t i n g 
the Sand-
bagger”. 

Although it is stated in Ryan’s article, I 
want to emphasize that all differences 
between scores and handicaps relate to 
the course rating, not par.  For exam-
ple, when it is said that a player should 
average 3 shots above their handicap, a 
player with a 14 handicap, playing from 
the White tees (rating of 66.7) should 
average 84 (66.7 + 14 + 3).  I did the 
various calculations in the article on the 
last 20 scores of one player at Apple 
Mountain with a 14 handicap who 
some have accused of being a sandbag-
ger.  
According to the article, the player 
should average 84.  His actual average 

More Tournament Tap-Ins    
By Mark Lee     (cont. from Page 2) 

both carded 2-under par, net 68s.  After 

the second KOM tournament, the stand-

ings are listed to the left. 

The next KOM tournament will take place 

on June 10.  For more information on the 

King of the Mountain competition, see the Club web site at http://theclub-

applemountain.weebly.com/king-of-the-mountain.html. 

NCGA Zone Qualifier:  The 

qualifier for the NCGA’s South 
Sierra Zone Championship took 
place on May 6th.  Eight teams 
competed in this better ball com-
petition with the top two finishers 
advancing to Monterey to play at 
both Poppy Hills GC and Carmel 
Valley Ranch GC on August 6-7.  
The winning team was Steve 
Dringenberg & Mark Lee, who 
shot an 12-under par round of net 
58.  In second place was Chris 
Mateo & Bill Sowders, who card-
ed a 10-under par, net 60.  Congratulations to Mark & Steve  and Bill & Chris and 
good luck in Monterey!     (Continued on Pg 4) 

Can’t Make this 

Stuff up 
 

  By Bud Collns 

 

Since we are on the subject of rules, after  
April 19th’s first 12-Man practice round, 
a match play rules quiz was put to the 
participants for prizes.  Here are the 
“colorful” answers to some by one who 
shall remain nameless (but I’’ll owe him a 
beer for the entertainment value). 
In match play, what is the penalty for 
hitting a tee shot outside of the author-
ized teeing ground?  Well, your oppo-
nent has the option of making you hit 
another, legal tee shot without penalty, 
but our respondent wrote the “death 
penalty”.  Ok….. 
Next question.  Your opponent strikes 
his ball and it hit your equipment (clubs, 
cart, ect.) causing it to bound into a haz-
ard.  What are his options for play?  Nor-
mally, your opponent can choose to rehit 
his shot without penalty, but our contest-
ant said that he should “go to the driving 
range and practice”. 
Yep, there’s more.  If your opponent hits 
a stroke when you were clearly further 
from the hole.  What is your possible 
recourse?  Well, like the first question, 
you have the option of making your op-
ponent rehit his shot without penalty, 
however our one-line expert said that 
he’d “call Mark Lee and complain”. 
It gets better.  In a better ball match, you 
concede one opponent’s   (cont on Pg 4) 

http://theclub-applemountain.weebly.com/king-of-the-mountain.html
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NCGA Team Match:  The Club will once again participate in the  NCGA Team 
Match competition (also known as “12-Man”), with regular season play beginning in 
June and running through mid-August.  Team Match is essentially a match play 
"league," pitting our club versus others in both home and away matches.  Like last 
year, we will field both a Thursday and Saturday team.  Here is the schedule for this 
year’s matches: 
Thurs Team:   6/14, Lake of the Pines   6/28, Tahoe Donner   7/5, Darkhorse 
          7/19, @ Lake of the Pines 8/2, @ Tahoe Donner  8/9, @ Darkhorse 
Sat Team:      6/16, @ Empire Ranch     6/30, The Ridge          7/14, Whitney Oaks   
         7/28, Empire Ranch        7/29, @ Whitney Oaks  8/18, @ The Ridge 
Keep track of our teams’ progress on the Club web site at http://theclub-applemountain.weebly.com/ncga-team-match.html 
or contact Mark Lee (Thursday captain) or Nate Humes (Saturday captain). 

Upcoming Tournaments/Events:  The Summer League, the Winter League’s warmer cousin, starts play on June 1st.  
The 2018 Senior Club Championship and 3rd King of the Mountain points tournament take place on Sunday, June 10th.  And 
the Qualifier for the NCGA Senior Four-Ball Net and 4th King of the Mountain points tournament is scheduled for Thursday, 
June 21st.   For more information about upcoming tournaments, go to the Club web site at http://theclub-
applemountain.weebly.com/upcoming-tournaments.html.  Between these tournaments, TBTs and Team Matches, you’re cer-
tain to find something to fit your golfing fancy in the coming months.  Come out and join us! 

scores of his last 20 were -6 and -8.  This event would have a 1 in 7,249 chance.  If 
a threshold of 1 in 258 was established as the limit of reasonability, this player 
should have their handicap lowered by 3 strokes (three diagonal steps, up and to 
the left, on the table).  The NCGA uses this odds table to interpolate how much 
one’s index should be reduced when the next GHIN indexes are issued.  The exact 
interpolation table the NCGA uses is in our Club’s Tournament Handicap Policy 
at http://theclub-applemountain.weebly.com/uploads/5/3/7/6/53767509/pp_-
_tournament_handicap_policy_-_2016.pdf. 
Now there are lots of reasons players shoot different scores and have different 
handicaps.  Some players only play from the hardest/longest tee boxes.  Some play 
in many tournaments that are difficult.  The player that practices everyday and is 
dedicated to improving their game can begin to see results with improved scores.  
Try to keep in mind that the golfer with the higher index generally has a larger 
range of best to worst scores due to inconsistencies.  So, while they may shoot 8 
shots below their index more often, the may also shoot 8 shots above their index 
more often as well.  Just keep an eye out for the player that consistently shoots well 
in tournaments.              That’s all for me, folks!  Fairways and Greens! 

Spotting the Sandbagger 
By Ryan Bill    (cont from pg 2) 
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Can’t Make this 

Stuff up 

By Bud Collns     (cont from pg 3) 
 

putt.  But he putts it anyway, which 
helps his partner in determining the line 
for his next putt.  What happens now?  
What happens is that his partner loses 
the hole in his singles match.  Accord-
ing to Garp (our respondent), there 
should be a “two stroke dance off”.  I’d 
pay money to see that. 
Had enough?  Last one.  This was the 
Swami bonus question:  What is the 
penalty for  having  more than 14 clubs 
in your bag during an NCGA Team 
Match?  If the infraction is discovered 
after the first hole, it is a one hole pen-
alty for both your singles match and the 
team match.  After more than one hole, 
it is a two hole penalty for both match-
es.  Our fearless contestant, knowing 
what happened (on that fateful day that 
will forever live in infamy) two seasons 
ago, but didn’t know the official conse-
quences of such an oversight, confi-
dently wrote that you should receive 
none other than the “Ron Chamberlain 
Award”. 
I, as Ron’s partner for that event and 
sole witness, will  tell you all about it in 
the next Lipout because you just “Can’t 
Make This Stuff Up”.     R.I.P. Ron! 

More Tournament Tap-Ins    
By Mark Lee     (cont. from Page 3) 

http://theclub-applemountain.weebly.com/ncga-team-match.html
http://theclub-applemountain.weebly.com/upcoming-tournaments.html
http://theclub-applemountain.weebly.com/upcoming-tournaments.html
http://theclub-applemountain.weebly.com/uploads/5/3/7/6/53767509/pp_-_tournament_handicap_policy_-_2016.pdf
http://theclub-applemountain.weebly.com/uploads/5/3/7/6/53767509/pp_-_tournament_handicap_policy_-_2016.pdf
mailto:ssjenkins68@hotmail.com


5 

Tuesday Ball Toss “TBT” 

It’s Summer!  Tee times now start at 9 AM (Ball Toss at 8:50) 
 

Contact MaryAnn Baker at marianabaker58@gmail.com to sign up 
 

Various formats, mostly postable rounds.  Guests are welcome. 


