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From the President 

Pride of non- 

Ownership 
By John O’Shea 

The road that passes by my house winds through stands of 
pines, cedars and oaks and rarely sees much traffic. During 
my walks along the road, I'm inspired by the scenery and 
sounds of nature, although occasionally punctuated by the 
growl of a distant chainsaw.  
Lately, however, the beneficial psychological effect of walk-
ing among the trees has been offset by the increased appear-
ance of roadside litter. Garbage tossed out of passing cars, 
usually over the weekend, is a stark reminder of the oblivious 
stupidity of some human beings. It's just irritating enough to 
detract from the feeling of well-being normally derived from 
my walks.    
Why should I be upset? It's not my personal road. I don't 
own it. The answer lies in another human trait - emotional 
attachment. Since I live in close proximity and frequently 
walk its length, I have become a surrogate for the road. What 
impacts the road, impacts me, even if subliminally. 
This brings me to another emotional attachment to real es-

tate I don't own - Apple Mountain Golf Course. For the 
same reasons cited above, I feel a responsibility for the con-
dition of the course. When I see fairway landing areas cra-
tered by dozens of untreated divots or greens pock-marked 
by apparent recent meteor showers, I feel a sense of violation 
and betrayal. Can I be the only one who sees it? 
Of course, unfilled divots and unrepaired ball marks have a 
long-range, negative physical effect on the course; but what 
about the emotional impact on the following golfers who 
have to deal with the damaged conditions. Golf is tough 
enough without having to unnecessarily navigate a fairway 
that resembles a gunnery range or a putting surface that looks 
like a green moonscape.      
Since the Club at Apple Mountain is the most frequent user 
and beneficiary of the course, we should assume a higher 
degree of responsibility than the general golfing population. 
Therefore, in the remaining months of the golf season, I will 
propose to the membership a program of course awareness 
and maintenance. In conjunction with General Manager Ryan 
Bill, I will propose a system that will educate golfers about 
simple turf repair as well as provide the means to accomplish 
that efficiently. 
When I pick up the litter scattered along my road, I first have 
to swallow the resentment I have against those who caused it. 
Club members should try to do the same when they fill more 
divots or fix more ball marks than they cause. We don't own 
Apple Mountain; but even after a bad round, we love it more 
than most - even if grudgingly. 
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Tournament Tap-ins 
 

By Jay Toolson 
 

2017 Winter League:  The 2017 Winter 

League is finally winding down, with one championship won 
and finals match remaining in the remaining two flights.  In 
the ‘C’ flight, Ralph Ogden and Steve Jenkins won the cham-
pionship match over Rob Cuddy and Dennis DeMoss in 
Dennis’s farewell match to Apple Mountain. Congratulations 
to Ralph and Steve!  The ‘A’ flight finalists are the team of 
John Lewis and Mike Silveira pitted against the team of Jerry 
Marshall and Mark Berscheid.  The ‘B’ flight finalists are 

John Sellers and Dave Wilson vs. Gary Logan and Bev Ed-
wards.  Perhaps the Winter League finals will be completed 
before the upcoming Summer League starts.    

3 Blind Mice: 
On Saturday, May 20, eight threesomes played in the 2017 
version of the “3 Blind Mice Tournament.”  In all, 24 players 
were divided into equally handicapped teams and embarked 
on an 18 hole, “blind” 1, 2 or 3 score per hole, tournament.  
This competitive event finished with two teams at 123, 14 
under par.  The team of Ralph Ogden, Lou Nunez & Jim 
Waters bested the team of Armando Lizarraga, Jay Toolson 
& Bob Elliott on a card off.  Coming in 3rd with a score of 
126 was M. J. Baker Rob DiNunzio and Steve Jenkins.   

(Continued on Page two) 
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Tournament Tap-ins (continued from Page 1) 
 

Match Play Championship:   
The 2017 Apple Mountain Match Play Championship kicked 
off on April 1st, with 40 members vying for 4 flight champi-
onships.  In the Championship (Blue Tees) flight, Gary Lo-
gan defeated Nate Humes and Mark Hoshall will play Ray 
Costley for 3rd and 4th place finish. 
In the Player’s flight (Combo Tees) Jim Cumbra will face the 
winner of the Ralph Ogden/Mark Berscheid match in the 
finals.  Also in the Players Flight Ron Baker will face the los-
er of the Ogden/Berscheid match for 3rd place. 
In the Master’s Flight (White Tees) Herb Knieriem and Dave 
Schecter will vie for that flight’s championship.  Pete 
Mallinger defeated MaryAnn Baker for 3rd place. 

In the Challenger’s Flight (Jenkins Tees), Larry 
Thornhill bested Ron Buchanan in the Finals 
with Rob DiNunzio defeating Steve Jenkins for 
a 3rd place finish.  Congratulations to Larry 
Thornhill! 
 

NCGA Zone Qualifier:  The Zone qualifier 
was played Sunday May 7, at Apple Mountain.  Eleven teams 
of two vied for the chance of a trip to Monterrey for the 
South Sierra Zone Regional Championship.   Four members 
qualified for this one.  Gary Logan and Bud Collins scored 
the day’s low score of 14-under 56 with Gary carding a per-

sonal best 3-under gross 67!  Perennial winners, Mike and 
Michael Dietz finished 2nd with a respectable 11-under par 
59.  All four members will travel to Monterrey on August 7 

& 8 in rounds at Quail Lodge and Poppy Hills for the region-
al championships. 

Carson Valley Trip:  A two day overnighter was played 

on May 10 & 11.  Lodging & Dinner at the Carson Valley 
Inn with a delicious prime rib dinner included.   Golf was 
played at the beautiful Genoa Ranch Course, just a few miles 
away.  Organizer, Rob Lupient (pictured here along with 

Ralph Mouillesseaux, John O’Shea and Steve Jenkins) 
signed 31 players for this super fun golf outing.(Cont. on Pg 4) 

 

 
 
 

John O’Shea, President 

jpocelt@yahoo.com 

(510) 484-7028 

 

Ron Baker,  

Vice-President & 
Co-Tournament Director 

rbaker512@gmail.com  

(530) 622-3975  

Contact Information 

 
Jay Toolson,  

Tournament Director 
jay4075@gmail.com 

(530) 622-5656 

Steve Jenkins,  

Rules & Handicap Chair 

sejenkins68@gmail.com  

(530) 644-3344  

 

 

 
MaryAnn Baker,  

Treasurer 
maryann7469@att.net  

(530) 622-3975  

 
Bud Collins, Secretary 

bcollins4503@gmail.com 

(530) 622-8113 
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Steve Jenkins’ 

Rules  

Corner  

Video Evidence 
 

The USGA and R&A have announced the implementation - 
effective immediately – of a New Decision to the Rules of 
Golf that will mitigate the power of video evidence while 
reinforcing the traditional reliance on player integrity in mak-
ing rulings at televised events. 
New Decision 34-3/10 will implement two interpretative 
terms that tournament committees can apply to limit the use 
of video – “reasonable standard of judgment” and “naked 
eye.” 
The first relates directly to how Lexi Thompson incurred a 
two-stroke penalty in April when officials reviewed video 
evidence after an email from a television viewer received on 
the Sunday of a tournament alleged that she had replaced her 
ball on a short putt about an inch from its original spot dur-
ing the third round the day before. Afterward, Thompson 
said that she had been unaware of missing the original spot 
and had done so unintentionally. 
The new decision now states that when a player determines a 
position in situations that include the nearest point of relief 
or replacing a lifted ball, he or she should not be held to “the 
degree of precision that can sometimes be provided by video 
technology.” According to the key language, “so long as the 
player does what can reasonably be expected under the cir-
cumstances to make an accurate determination, the player’s 
reasonable judgment will be accepted, even if later shown to 

be inaccurate by the use of video evidence.” 
This decision was implemented because there was a desire to 
make sure that players that are on television are not held to a 
higher standard than others playing the game.  Television 
evidence can reveal facts that as a human being you could 
not reasonably have known in the playing of the game. A 
player could do everything he or she could to get it right, but 
video evidence could still show that they got it a little wrong. 
And the only reason it can be known they got it a little wrong 
is because of the ability to slow down, pause, rewind, replay, 
all the things that the player on the golf course doesn’t have 
the advantage of doing. 
The “naked eye” standard is a response in large part to Anna 
Nordqvist being penalized two strokes during her three-hole 
aggregate playoff with Brittany Lang at last year’s U.S. Wom-
en’s Open after high-definition, slow-motion video showed 
her to have brushed sand during her backswing in a fairway 
bunker on the second hole of the playoff. Nordqvist said she 
had been unaware of touching the sand. The new decision 
states that if a committee concludes that such an act “could 
not reasonably have been seen with the naked eye and the 
player was not otherwise aware of the potential breach, the 
player will be deemed not to have breached the Rules, even 
when video technology shows otherwise.” 
To date, there has not been any alteration or elimination of 
two issues that players in particular have been vocal about: 
allowing viewer call-ins alleging rules infractions, and the rule 
that adds an additional two strokes for an incorrect scorecard 
for a penalty that was assessed after the scorecard was signed, 
which is why Thompson was assessed four strokes instead of 
just two. The USGA and R&A have assigned a working 
group from the professional tours and the PGA of America 
that will review those and other existing rules and possibly 
recommend changes. 

NCGA TEAM MATCH  

by Mark Lee 

The beautiful spring weather has finally 
arrived, and the Club’s two Team Match 
groups are tuning up their games for the 

summer season to come.  Both teams have finalized their 
schedules for regular season play.   

The Thursday team, with Jay Toolson and Ron Baker, as 

co-captains, has drawn two North Auburn teams as their reg-
ular season opponents:  Darkhorse Golf Club and The Ridge 
Golf Course.  The matches will be held as follows: 

Thursday, June 8:  Home vs. Darkhorse GC (Won 19-17) 
Thursday, June 29: Away at The Ridge GC 
Thursday, July 13: Away at Darkhorse GC 
Thursday, August 3: Home vs. The Ridge GC 

The Saturday team, headed by myself and assistant captains 
Steve Dringenberg and Nate Humes, have drawn three local 

public courses this year:  Empire Ranch Golf Club, 
Ancil Hoffman Golf Course, and back from last year, 
Whitney Oaks Golf Club.  The resultant schedule is 
busy and condensed into just six weeks: 
Saturday, June 24: Home vs. Empire Ranch GC 
Saturday July 1: Away at Ancil Hoffman GC 
Sunday, July 2: Away at Empire Ranch GC 
Saturday, July 8: Away at Whitney Oaks GC 
Saturday July 15: Home vs. Ancil Hoffman GC 
Saturday July 29: Home vs. Whitney Oaks GC 
Also known as “the 12-man,” Team Match is the larg-
est club competition which the NCGA runs, including 

almost 200 teams and over 3,000 players each (Cont. on Pg 4)
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Upcoming Events: 
Tuesday Ball Toss (TBT):  The weekly “Ball 

Toss” is played on Tuesday mornings at 9 AM, 
weather permitting.  Sign up with Ron Baker, rba-
ker512@gmail.com, for this fun, low key, 18 hole 
competition.  Various formats, mostly postable 
rounds, are featured.  This is a good venue to get 
to know other club members, both male and fe-
male, and to enjoy a weekly golf outing with the 
club, where guests are welcome.  Contact Ron if you have an 
interest in playing. 

Sr. Championship (Medal 
Play):  Signups continue for the 
annual Senior Championship to be 
played on Sunday, June 11. 

Summer League:  Signup now 
for the 2 person team match play 
tournament beginning in late June. 

NCGA Sr. 4-Ball Qualifier:  
On Thursday, June 22, the NCGA 
Senior 4-Ball Qualifier will be held.  

Two person best ball teams will vie for a chance to compete 
in the sectional qualifier to be played in September.   

NCGA Team Match (continued from Page 3)   year.  In 
each match, 12 golfers from each club play in a combination 
of both individual and team (better ball) match play.  The 
competition is high-pressure, rules-focused, serious golf, gen-
erally at courses much longer – though not necessarily harder 
-- than Apple Mountain.   

We are always on the lookout for talented new players for 

Team Match, so should you have an interest in the 12-man 
competition (open to women, as well), please contact Jay 
Toolson, Ron Baker or me (note that you must play to a 
maximum GHIN index of 18.4).  Get more information or 
follow us during the year at http://theclub-
applemountain.weebly.com/ncga-team-match.html.  Wish us 
luck and let the season begin! 
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The 2017  Tournament Schedule 

Feb. 28, Tue.  12 N  Yocha Dehe Trip — [COMPLETED] 

Mar 4, Sat. 10AM  4-Ball NCGA Qualifier — [COMPLETED] 

Mar. 18, Sat. 10 AM  Ham & Egg Scramble — [COMPLETED] 

April thru May              Winter League Playoffs 

April thru May              Match Play Championship, Individual Match Play 

May 7, Sun. 12 N  Zone Champ. NCGA Qualifier, 2 Pers. Better Ball, [COMPLETED] 

May 10-11 We.-Th.  Carson Valley Trip, 2 Days of Golf*   [COMPLETED] 

May 20, Sat. 12 N  3 Blind Mice, 3 Person; 1, 2 or 3 Best Ball, [COMPLETED] 

June thru August  Summer League Team Championship; Various Formats & Dates 

June thru August  NCGA  Team Match Play  (P layers, Dates & Locations TBD)  

Jun 11, Sun. 12 N  Senior Medal Championship; Indiv. Medal P lay [COMPLETED] 

Jun 22, Thur. 10 AM Senior 4-Ball NCGA Qualifier, 2 Person, Team  

Jul 11, Tues. 9 AM  Ryder Cup Rumble, 2 Teams, 3 Formats* 

Jul 20, Thur. 9 AM  Net Amateur NCGA Qualifier: Indiv. Medal P lay  

Aug 5-6, Sa.-Su. 12 N Club/Putting Championship, Indiv. Medal P lay +Skins  

Aug 29, Tues. 9 AM  Tahoe Golf Club  TBT Away event*  

Sep 12, Tues. 9 AM   4-Play Tournament w/4 clubs; 2-Person Teams & Skins* 

Oct. 14, Sat. 1 PM  Member Guest 9-Hole Skin’s Game, Individual* 

Oct 15,  Sun. 10 AM  Member Guest Tournament, Various Formats*  

Nov 2017 - Mar 2018 Winter League Team Championship; Various Formats & Dates 

Nov 4, Sat. 10 AM  Player’s Appreciation Tourney, Medal & Skins (rain 11/ 11) 

Nov 28, Tues. 10 AM Cyder Cup Team Challenge (Invitational — Club vs Resort) 

 

Special Note: * Guests are welcome (7 more Tournaments) 

Tuesday Ball Toss “TBT” 

Tee times start at 9 AM (Ball Toss at 8:50) 
 

Contact Ron Baker at rbaker512@gmail.com to sign up 
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