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Tournament Tap-ins 
By Mark Lee & Jay Toolson 

The summer golf season is sizzling, along with some of the 
temperatures.   

Course Record Holder Wins  
Senior Championship 

June 10 

On the day of this tournament, the Ap-
ple Mountain course was ripe for the 
pickin'.  Twenty-five golfers competed, 
and 36% finished net 
even par or better.  The 
2018 Senior Club Cham-
pion is Bill Bates, who 
shot a gross score of 67, 
including seven birdies!  
A Flight net winner was 
Steve Dringenberg 

with a net 64 and 
Mike Dietz, Sr. with a 
net 66 was 2nd.   
Mark Lee was the B Flight net win-
ner and low net round of the day 
with a net 61.  Sec-
ond place in the B 
Flight was nabbed 
by Jim Cumbra, 
Jr. with a net 66 

and Ron Baker took third place was with a 
net 68.   
In the C Flight, the winner, 
was Jim Ward with a net 

70.  Joe Gargus secured sec-
ond place with a 
net 71, and Jay 
Toolson placed 

third with a 
net 73.  Congratulations to all the winners! 

NCGA Senior Four-Ball Net Qualifier, June 21 
Eight golfers were tested at the NCGA Senior Four-Ball Net 
Qualifier, and not a single player broke net par.  The winner 
that day was clearly the Apple Mountain course.   
The winners of the Qualifier, who will go on to sectional 
qualifying on August 8 (and hopefully the Championship at 
Poppy Ridge GC on September 10-11)  were Ron & Mar-
yann Baker. with a 7-under par net 63 and Bud Collins & 
Ralph Ogden with a 5-under par net 65.   

Congratulations to the winners! 

King of the Mountain Cup 
The Club announced a new competition this year, focused 
on those golfers who want to use the course’s longer tees and 
prefer to play a straight, stroke play format.  Twenty-two 
golfers have signed up to compete this year to become the 
inaugural the King of the Mountain (KOM).  The competi-
tion will take place over seven tournaments total, where golf-
ers will accumulate points based on their ranked finish, simi-
lar to the PGA’s FedEx Cup.   
Concurrent with the Senior Club Championship, the third 
regular season King of the Mountain Tournament was held 
on June 10.  On this day, the winner was Mark Lee who card-
ed a 9-under par 61, winning 500 KOM points.  Second was 
Bill Bates with a 7-under par 63, gaining 300 KOM 
points.  And third place was taken by Steve Dringenberg with 
a 6-under par 64, adding 190 KOM points.The fourth regular 
season King of the Mountain Tournament was held concur-
rent with the Sr. 4-Ball Net Qualifier on    (continued on page 3) 
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From the President 

Junior Golf 

By John o’Shea 

Unless you’ve been trapped under the bridge on hole #1 for 
the last 5 months, you are aware that the theme of every 
President’s Message this year has been monotonous and un-
varying - member involvement in Club leadership.  
This one is no exception; however there is a twist. In this 
issue I would like to introduce a guest writer who apparently 
has taken my message to heart and answered the call. He 
isn’t a long-time member; but what he lacks in seniority, he 
more than makes up for in enthusiasm and creativity. I hope 
the members of The Club at Apple Mountain are as inspired 
as I am by his unique perspective. 
I give you Larry Thornhill.   

Junior Golfing Program Being Explored 
In several of the Lipout publications, Presi-
dent John O’Shea has reached out to the 
membership at large and asked for members 
to step up and make suggestions, share ideas 
and just, generally, get more involved. I took 
his requests to heart and made the time to 

attend the latest Board Meeting to see if I could assist the 
Board in making our golfing experience at Apple Mountain 
more pleasurable and meaningful.  
Many of you know that I have been sick and disabled with a 
major infection that had sidelined me for months. On top of 
the infection, I was a candidate for a new hip that couldn’t 
take place until the infection was healed. Needless to say, I 
was miserably sidelined from “playing golf” for almost a 
year. However, during that time, I took a vested interest in 
teaching my grandson, Nico, the game of golf. He was a 
quick learner and has since developed a love for the game 
that has kept me motivated and inspired during my time re-
habilitating. The time invested in Nico has been “priceless”, 
to say the least.    
At the Board meeting the Board was open to exploring new 
avenues to draw new members into the Club. I admire each 
Board member for their tireless efforts to make golfing at 
Apple Mountain the best golfing experience. As they threw 
out ideas, I began to think that a Junior Program at Apple 
Mountain might be a drawing agent to do two positive ac-
tions. The first is to get more young golfers coming to Apple 
Mountain for instruction, competition and fun. The second 
benefit would be to get the parents of the young aspiring 
golfers to come and see for themselves  what Apple Moun-
tain could offer them.                            (continued on Page 4) 

Keeping Score 
 

Generally speaking, keeping score is pretty simple.  Write 
down the number of strokes from the drive to when the ball 
lands in the cup. 

The official USGA Handicap Manual indicates that one of its 

two premises is that each player will try to make the best 

score at every hole in every round.   This means that if you 

follow the Rules of Golf and try to make the best score, that 

is the score that should be recorded and posted. 
However, there are a couple of nuances that you should be 
aware of when keeping and posting scores. 
If you are not playing under the Rules of Golf, you do not 
post the score.  Examples would be playing by yourself, hit-
ting multiple balls from the same spot or taking mulligans.  If 
the Handicap Committee determines that a competition will 
be played under Winter Rules (lift, clean and place), these 
scores can be posted.  There is a risk in playing under Winter 
Rules.  A player that records scores under Winter Rules will 
most likely have a lower handicap than a player who always 
“plays it where it lies.”  The player using Winter Rules will 
have a harder time playing to his handicap when playing in 
tournaments that don’t allow Winter Rules. 

If you are in a better ball type match, either 4-ball or a two-
man competition and a player has obviously recorded a bet-
ter score than you can, there are two options.  If you play the 
ball out, record the score you achieve.  If you pick up, you 
must record the score that you most likely would have 
achieved.  This would generally be the score you would make 
more than 50% of the time.  So, if you are one foot from the 
cup, record a score of the number of strokes you have taken, 
plus one.  If you are twenty feet from the hole, record a 
score of the number of strokes you have taken, plus two. 
In addition, there is Equitable Stroke Control (ESC).  This 
concept prevents you from recording a score higher than an 
amount that depends on your handicap.  If your handicap is 
under 10, your ESC is double bogey.  With a handicap of 
between 10 and 19, your ESC is 7, from 20 to 29, it is 8 and 
from 30 to 39, it is 9.  Curiously, if you have a 24 handicap, 
your maximum score of 8 applies to all holes, from par 3’s to 
par 5’s. 
You do not have to play 18 holes in order to post a score.  If 
you play 9 holes, you should post the 9-hole score.  The 
GHIN system will hold that score until you have another 9-
hole score, at which time the two 9-hole scores will be com-
bined and recorded as one 18-hole score in the GHIN sys-
tem. 
If you play from 7 to 12 holes, you should record the score 
for 9 holes.  If you play at least 13 holes, record a score for 
18 holes.  If you play less than the 9 or 18 holes, record “par 
plus” for the holes not played.  “Par plus” is par for the hole 
plus the number of handicap strokes you would get for that 
hole. 

Steve Jenkins’ 

Rules  

Corner  
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 More Tournament Tap-Ins   (cont from Pg 1)   
 

June 21.  On this day, the winner was Ron Baker who carded 
an even par net 70, winning 500 KOM points.  Tied for sec-
ond were Ralph Ogden and John O'Shea with 2-over par net 
72s, garnering 245 KOM points each.  
Here are the current KOM standings after four events (best 
three scores taken for each player): 

The final regular season KOM tournament will take place on 
July 12, at the same time as the NCGA Net Amateur Qualifi-
er.  For more information on the King of the Mountain com-
petition, see the Club web site at http://theclub-
applemountain.weebly.com/king-of-the-mountain.html. 

 

Match Play Championship   
The 2018 match play championship ended with Steve 
Dringenberg defeating Nate Humes to win in the Champion-
ship Bracket.  Nate finished 2nd, Bill Bates was 3rd and Mike 
Dietz 4th.  In the Player’s Flight, Michael Dietz was 1st with 
his win over Jim Dixon.  Jerry Marshall finished 3rd and 
Ralph Ogden 4th.  The Master’s flight shows Jim Ussery best-
ed MaryAnn Baker for the title and Jay Toolson won 3rd with 
Dennis Ringnes 4th.  In the Master’s flight, Roy Hopkinson 
was 1st, Jennifer Hayworth 2nd, Jim Ward 3rd and Mike Hay-
worth 4th. 

Summer League   
The 2018 Summer League began on the 1st of June with 22 
teams competing in 3 flights.  After 1 month of play, approx-
imately 20 matches, Bill Bates and Nate Humes are leading in 
the ‘A’ flight. The teams of Ron Baker, MaryAnn Baker and 
Josh Rodriguez, Stephan Ciccarelli are tied for the lead in the 
‘B’ flight and in the ‘C’ flight, Ralph Mouillesseaux and Roy 
Hopkinson are in the lead. 
The Summer League consists of 6-7 matches per team 
against other flight members with 3 or 4 different formats.  
Bonus points are received if a team completes 2 matches in a 

given month.  Summer League runs from June through Sep-
tember, with playoffs occurring in September and October. 
 

NCGA Team Match 
The Club is once again participating in the NCGA Team 
Match competition (also known as “12-Man”).  Team Match 
is essentially a match play "league," pitting our club versus 
others in both home and away matches.   
The Thursday team is off to a strong start with home wins 
versus Lake of the Pines CC (33-3) and Tahoe Donner GC 
(23-13).  The team is a strong playoff contender, though 
tougher away matches are coming up.  Remaining Thursday 
team matches:      July 5, Home vs. Darkhorse 

July 19, Away vs. Lake of the Pines 
August 2, Away vs. Tahoe Donner 

August 9, Away vs. Darkhorse 
The Saturday team started off equally strong with an away tie 
at Empire Ranch (18-18).  However, the team stumbled in its 
first home match, losing against The Ridge GC (23-13).  This 
was Apple Mountain’s first home loss ever.  We still have a 
path to the playoffs, however, if we can win our away match 
at the Ridge in August.  Here are the remaining Saturday 
team matches:   July 14, Home vs. Whitney Oaks 

July 28, Home vs. Empire Ranch 
July 29, Away vs. Whitney Oaks 
August 18, Away vs. The Ridge 

Keep track of our teams’ progress on the Club web site at 
h t t p : / / t h e c l u b -
applemountain.weebly.com/ncga-
team-match.html or contact Mark 
Lee (Thursday captain) or Nate 
Humes (Saturday captain). 
 

Tuesday Ball Toss (TBT) 
The weekly “Ball Toss” is now 
played on Tuesday mornings at 9 
AM.  Club member Wayne Duty 
(golfdude41@att.net) has taken 
over running this fun, low key, 18-
hole competition.  Various for-

mats, mostly postable rounds, are featured.  This is a good 
venue to get to know other Club members, both male and 
female, and to enjoy a weekday golf outing with the Club, 
where guests are welcome.  Contact Wayne or the golf shop 
if you have an interest in playing on any given Tuesday. 

 
Upcoming Tournaments/Events 

The 2018 NCGA Net Amateur Qualifier and 5th King of the 
Mountain points tournament take place on Thursday, July 
12th, the last chance to earn KOM points before the playoffs. 
And the always popular Ryder Cup Rumble will replace the 
Tuesday Ball Toss on Tuesday, July 17th.  This year’s Ryder 
Cup Rumble is all new.  It’s got tee prizes.  It’s got some very 
unique “Rumble Tees” (black tees, red tees, never-before 
seen tees). It’s got great food afterwards (chicken wings, 
meatballs, pinwheel wraps…).  It’s got you and a partner of 
your choosing, playing match play for the honor (cont on Pg 5)
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Bill Bates’ shot from the 

#10 tee in 12-man 
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Junior Golf  By Larry Thornhill    (Cont. From Pg 2)   

Since I have been working with my grandson I have been 
exposed to many different programs such as Will Robins 
Golf, US Kids Golf and Youth on Course, each with 
events that kids really enjoy and look forward to. I think 
some of these ideas could be modified and expanded to work 
in the atmosphere surrounding Apple Mountain.    
John asked me to write an article and see if I could get some 
feedback from the membership. Hopefully, we may begin to 
work together on a program to expand into the Junior Golf-
ing Community. I’m excited about what I see in the Junior 

Golfing arena and would really appreciate hearing from 
members, so that we could bring many different ideas to the 
table for the Board to consider. I’d love to hear from you 
and I can be reached at 530-306-4629.  
Let’s kick some ideas around and see what just might hap-
pen. I will be meeting with Ryan Bill and Mark Hoshall to 
see what they might offer to getting this worthwhile program 
off the ground. 
I really enjoyed sitting in on the Board meeting and hope 
that others would do the same. Hope to hear from you. 
 

Larry Thornhill 
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Player of the Year - 2018 
YTD - Summary 

   

1 Dringenberg, Steve 476 

2 Bates, Bill 336 

3 Toolson, Jay 324 

4 Dietz, Mike Jr. 296 

5 Dietz, Mike Sr. 287 

6 Lee, Mark 285 

7 Ussery, Jim 266 

8 Ward, Jim 248 

9 Humes, Nate 236 

10 Ogden, Ralph 235 

11 Logan, Gary 231 

12 Dixon, Jim 226 

13 Edwards, Beverly 221 

14 Hopkinson, Roy 212 

15 Marshall, Jerry 208 

16 Hayworth, Jennifer 168 

17 Baker, MaryAnn 166 

18 Jenkins, Stephen 155 

19 Ringnes, Dennis 134 

20 Schecter, David 131 

21 Hayworth, Mike 128 

22 Knieriem, Herb 119 

23 Leddy, George 119 

24 Gargus, Joe 108 

25 Cumbra, Jim Jr. 100 

 
John O’Shea, President 

jpocelt@yahoo.com 

(510) 484-7028 

 
 

John Sellers,  
Vice-President  

johns@digi-doc.com 

(530) 306-4711 

 

Contact Information 

 

Mark Lee,                                
Tournament Director 

ml2001@hotmail.com               

(530) 391-0386 

 

Steve Jenkins,  
Rules & Handicap Chair 

sejenkins68@gmail.com  
(530) 644-3344  

 

 
 
 
 

MaryAnn Baker,  
Treasurer 

maryann7469@att.net  

(530) 622-3975  

 
Bud Collins, Secretary 

bcollins4503@gmail.com 

(530) 622-8113 

Can’t Make this Stuff Up      By Bud Collins 

Last month I promised to tell the true events that took place two years ago 
that earned Ron Chamberlain his last nickname of “16 club”.   Actually, there 
are four true storybook tales told here, not just one. 
It wasn’t a dark and stormy night, rather it was a hot and sunny day where the 
Apple Mountain Saturday 12-Man Team was taking on Whitney Oaks at 
Whitney Oaks one year ten months and 23 days ago.  I was Ron’s partner in 
the last foursome of six.  I was ripping it up on the driving range.  Long, 
straight drives, crisp irons, “en fuego”, no clue as to what would transpire on 
that fateful day that would ultimately live in infamy forevermore. 
Why I decided to count our competitors’ clubs before we teed off, I do not 
know.  But I immediately notified Ron and said to keep it in his back pocket 
just in case he needed it, both of us feeling that it would never raise its ugly 
head ‘cause Ron’s “got this” against his singles match rival, Noel. 
Ron asked me if I wanted to tee off first.  “Yes, I do”, I replied.  From that 
point on, every one of my drives split every fairway and were long.  Iron dis-
tance control and accurate putts.  On my way to a net 10-under 68, tying Bill 
Bates’ gross 78, from the 6600+ yards blue tees, I closed my singles match 
out on #13 and our team match on #14 .  What an auspicious time to shoot 
the round of my life that Ron later claimed to have “caddied” me through.  
But that was only for 4 points out of the six that were obtainable. 
On the very next hole, #15, a short, big doglegged left par 4, is where the 
legend begins.  Ron, 1-up in his singles match, pulls his approach shot left 
and short, coming to rest in the dirt with the raised cart path about 15 inches 
in front of his ball, a good 60 feet from the hole that is downhill from him.  
His opponent, in the greenside trap, denies Ron relief from an obvious injury 
inflicting situation on his chipping from the dirt follow through.  I take pic-
tures, for future team captains’ rulings that were sure to come, and we decide 
that Ron play two balls, one with and one without relief.  Funny  (cont on Pg 5)  
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Can’t Make this Stuff Up    (Continued from Pg 4) 

thing is that he bogeys his non-relief ball and double bogeys 
his relieved ball, losing to his sand-saved opponent’s par.  His 
match was squared.  But, wait!  As we were leaving the green, 
Ron says to his opponent that “since you had a problem with 
my relief, I have a problem with you having sixteen clubs!”.  
Could have heard a pin drop.  Deep kimchi.  On the way to 
the 16th tee, I looked up the penalty for Noel’s breach of the 
rules: maximum of a two hole penalty.  Completely embar-
rassed and unwoven, going from even to dormy in a blink of 
the internet, he proceeded to shank his 17th tee shot into the 
hazard.  Pumped, Ron birdied it with a spectacular approach 
shot to inside of three feet from the pin.  Match over, all six 
points secured, our third away team match win secured, 
playoff berth secured and lore secured! 
So what’s the fourth story that can’t be made up?  My best 
round ever in the most important of 12-man circumstances 
(caddied by Ron……).  Check.  How Apple Mountain 
achieved the playoffs for the third consecutive year in infa-
mous fashion.  Check.  Swami, Sabatini forever enshrined in 

in our hearts having earned his new nickname.  Check. 
Would it be the raucous after party at the nearby pizza joint?  
Would it be the astonished look on the Whitney Oaks cap-
tain’s and my face when we re-added my back nine’s score to 
shoot a 39/39=78 from a sixteen handicapper that earned me 
the 2016 Sandbagger of the Year moniker?  Would it be that 
Whitney Oaks and Apple Mountain 12-men teams became 
instant arch rivals? Would it be that we lost our playoff semi-
final match for the third year in a row because my opponent 
beat me and my partner in the same manner that I beat my 
Whitney Oaks opponents on that fateful day?  Oh, no, good 
neighbor.  It’s way better than any of those and I didn’t find 
out about it until after a whole year had passed.  Ron would 
have howled at the irony. 
Once again, it was on a hot and sunny day last year.  Our 12-
man team was here at Apple Mountain and we were pitted 
against our arch rivals, none other than, you guessed it, Whit-
ney Oaks.  No, Noel wasn’t playing this time.  Of course, late 
in the match, our conversation eventually graduated to that 
day that will live in infamy.  It was well known throughout 

the membership of Whitney Oaks, but my 
opponents interest was peaked by the fact 
that I was a first hand witness to the specta-
cle and wanted the true story of the details 
that led up to it.  Our match would not con-
tinue until the story was revealed to them, 
eyes focused, ears wanting, jaws dropping. 
One would think that hardly anything would 
be as unbelievable as what transpired then.  
Well, I would be proven wrong! 
“An amazing day”, I would exclaim after my 
rendition.  “Do you want to know what’s 
more amazing?”, my opponent quipped.  
“He did it again in our club championship 
and was disqualified and forever banned 
from 12-man competition!”.  My jaw 
dropped with dumbfoundedness (is that a 
new word?).  Did yours just now? 
 Oh my goodness, it just shows to go ya that 
“you can’t make this stuff up”! 

More Tournament  

Tap-Ins   (cont from Pg 3)   

 
and glory of your side.  The cost is lower 
than last year, at $25 plus your green fee.  
Deadline for sign-up is 5PM on July 13.  
Sign-up online at http://theclub-
applemountain.weebly.com/ryder-cup-
rumble-sign-up.html.   
Upcoming tournament information is at 
http://theclub-applemountain.weebly.com/
upcoming-tournaments.html. 
See you at the Mountain soon?  Come out 
and join us! 
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Tuesday Ball Toss “TBT” 

It’s Summer!  Tee times now start at 9 AM (Ball Toss at 8:50) 
 

Contact  Wayne Duty at golfdude41@att.net to sign up 
 

Various formats, mostly postable rounds.  Guests are welcome. 


