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The King of the 

Mountain Cup 
competition con-
cluded with two playoff events, the first at the Club Champi-
onship and the second at the Player Appreciation Tourna-
ment.  Twenty-two players competed in this season-long 
event, pitting our top golfers in a stroke-play, no-holds-
barred competition, similar to the FedEx Cup on the PGA 
Tour.  In the first playoff round, the winner was Gary Logan 

with a net 63, garnering him 750 KOM 
points and putting him in second place 
heading into the second and final 
playoff.   

In the second 
playoff round, the 
leader going into 
the finals prevailed, 

as Jim Cumbra, Jr. 
shot a net 68 to secure 
the #1 spot in the 
KOM points standings 
to become the inaugu-
ral winner of the KOM Cup and its prize, an Apple Moun-
tain Gold Membership!      (more Tap-ins are continued on Page 2) 

 

and other  

Tournament Tapins 
By Mark Lee 

From the President 

The “True” Kings 

of the  Mountain 
By John O’Shea 

 

For the resolute golfers of the Club at Apple Mountain, the 
only acceptable proof that the Christmas season has arrived 
is when they log-on to the First Tee Web Cam and see white 
instead of green. Only then will they admit that the golfing 
year is coming to an end and it's time to stash the sticks for 
the winter. 
So, as we come to the end of another year of outstanding 

golf, it is appropriate to thank those whose service to the 
Club made it possible and wish them well in their future en-
deavors. Thank you to the outgoing directors: Vice President 
John Sellers, Treasurer MaryAnn Baker, Secretary Bud Col-
lins and Tournament Director Mark Lee.  
All of those Board members, along with valued Tournament 
Committee members - Jay Toolson, Steve Dringenberg, Nate 
Humes, Rob Lupient, Dennis Ringnes and Ralph Ogden - 
contributed to making 2018 one of the most successful sea-
sons in Club history; but a special debt of gratitude goes to 
Mark. On short notice, he stepped in as the replacement 
tournament director and not only implemented the year's 
tournament schedule but also, with Bud, inaugurated the   
surprisingly successful King of the Mountain competition. 
On top of that, with Nate, he co-captained two   (cont on pg 5)  
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NCGA Net Amateur Championship 

On October 15-16 at Poppy Hills GC, 
Club member Steve Dringenberg 
competed in the 2018 NCGA Net 
Amateur Championship.  One of only 
two players in the Big Sur Flight to 
finish under par, Steve carded a two-
day 141 total, 1-under par and 
achieved an outstanding 2nd place fin-
ish, highest ever for an Apple Moun-
tain member! 

Member/Guest Tournament 

The annual Member Guest tournament took place on the 
lovely fall weekend of October 27-28.  In the Saturday Skins, 
Ralph Ogden was the big winner, snatching all of the gross 
skins to himself!  In 
the Sunday Shamble 
Tournament, the Bak-
ers carded an out-
standing net 45, 25-
under par!  Congratu-
lations to Ron, Mar-
yAnn and their sons, 
Shane and Shanon. 
Second (cont on pg 3)   

More Tournament Tap-Ins  By Mark Lee  (cont from Pg 1)   

 Player of the Year is our 

Club Champion, Bill Bates 
By Mark Lee 

 
The Club Championship was contested on Sept 15-16 
with a strong field of 31 players.  After two grueling rounds, 
here were the results.  Adding to his 2018 Senior Club Cham-
pionship in June, Bill Bates won the 2018 Club Champion-
ship with a two-day gross score of 145, winning by seven 
strokes.  First place in the A Flight was Chris Mateo with a 

two-day net score of 
138, second place was 
Jon Castillo at 139 
(via tiebreaker), and 
third place was Gary 
Logan at 139. 
In the B Flight, Ron 

Baker captured first 

place 

with a 

two-day net score of 141.  Second place was 

Ralph Ogden at 146, third place was Mark Lee 

at 147 and fourth place was Jim Cumbra, Jr. at 

150.  

In the C Flight, 

Mike Hayworth took first 

place with a two-day net 

score of 146.  Despite much 

moaning and groaning, Steve 

Jenkins took second place 

(in a tiebreaker) at 148.  

And finally in the Women's Flight, MaryAnn Baker defend-

ed her title with a one-day gross score of 94.  Gabby Gargus 

was the net winner with an outstanding net score of 66.  

The Club’s Player 
of the Year (POY) 
competition tracks 
tournaments played 
and results achieved by 
our members.  POY 
points are earned by 
playing and placing in 
the Club's monthly 
tournaments, Champi-
onship tournaments, 
and Winter & Summer 
Leagues.  At the end of 
the year, the highest 
point w inner i s 

crowned the Player of the Year and the second place finisher 
is dubbed Sportsman of the Year. 
2018’s Player of the Year is Bill Bates, who won the Club 

Championship, Senior Club Championship, and (along with 

partner, Nate Humes) the A Flight of Summer League. 

 

 

 

 

This year's Sportsman of the Year is 

last year’s POY, Ralph Ogden, who 

(with his partner, Steve Jenkins) won 

the C 

Flight of both Winter and Sum-

mer Leagues and took 2nd in 

the Club Championship’s B 

Flight. 
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Even More Tournament Tap-Ins  By Mark Lee  (cont from Pg 2)   
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place was taken by Ralph Ogden, his guest Randy Genovese, 
Herb Knieriem & Jay Toolson.  

Player Appreciation Tournament:  On Saturday, No-

vember 3, Club members gathered for our final monthly 

tournament of the year.  The Player Appreciation Tourna-

ment was an "invitational," open only to those Club members 

who had played in a Club event/tournament in 2018.  Thirty-

three players competed in a 

standard stroke play format.  In 

the A Flight, Bill Bates shot the 

low gross score for the day with 

a 73.  Jim Dixon posted an out-

standing net 62 (gross 75) to 

win the net competition.  In the 

B Flight, Bruce Nyhammer 

took first prize with a net 68. 

After the Player Appreciation 

Tournament, a raffle was held for over $2,000 in prizes, in-

cluding equipment and rounds of golf.  The Grand Prize was 

a one-night Stay & Play Package at Saddle Creek Golf Resort 

in Copperopolis, and it was won by (drum roll, please), Bill 

Bates! 

Summer League:  Somewhat surprisingly, this year’s Sum-

mer League actually concluded in the summer.  The winners 
were: 

Flight A:  Bill Bates & Nate Humes defeated Jim Dixon 
and Jim Ussery 

Flight B:  Josh Rodriguez & Steve Ciccarelli bested Ron 
& MaryAnn Baker 

Flight C:  Ralph Ogden & Steve Jenkins topped Mike & 
Jenny Hayworth 

NCGA Team Match Play:  The Saturday team played 
Ancil Hoffman GC in its first round playoff match on Sep-

tember 1, losing 23-13 in a match closer than the score indi-
cates.  A strong team, Ancil Hoffman went on to go to the 
Saturday Team Match Finals in Monterey, losing to Oakhurst 
CC. 

The Thursday team recorded two playoff wins, against Wil-
cox Oaks CC (23-13) and Catta Verdera CC (28-8) before 
falling to Stonetree (28-8) on October 4.  Another strong 
team, Stonetree went on to go to the Thursday Team Match 
Finals in Monterey, losing to Dragonfly CC. 
Overall, it was a strong year for our Club in Team Match, 
with two teams making the playoffs for the first time.  
There’s always next year, though our Club will need to field 
additional players and captains if we are to field two teams 
again.  

Cyder Cup:  For over ten years, our Club has challenged 
the Apple Mountain Course personnel in a fun, challenge 
event to win possession of the Cyder Cup.  This year, four-
teen 2-person teams competed in a match play scramble for-
mat.  It was a hard fought battle, and the winner this year was 
the Club team who triumphed over the Course team, 10-4.   

Tuesday Ball Toss (TBT):  The weekly “Ball Toss” is 

now played on Tuesday mornings at 10 AM (weather permit-
ting).  Club member Wayne Duty (golfdude41@att.net) has 
taken over running this fun, low key, 18-hole competition.  
Various formats, mostly postable rounds, are featured.  This 
is a good venue to get to know other Club members, both 
male and female, and to enjoy a weekday golf outing with the 
Club, where guests are welcome.  Contact Wayne or the golf 
shop if you have an interest in playing on any given Tuesday. 

Upcoming Tournaments/Events:  The Winter League 
is in full swing with two flights and eighteen 2-person teams 
total.  Participants in the Winter League keep up a modicum 
of play, even during these cold, dark and oftentimes rainy 
winter days.  The Winter League will conclude (hopefully) in 
early April, so stay tuned for the results.   
Hope to see you at the Mountain soon.  Come out and join 
us! 

 

John O’Shea, President 

jpocelt@yahoo.com 

(510) 484-7028 
 

John Sellers,  

Vice-President  

johns@digi-doc.com 

(530) 306-4711 

Contact Information 

 

Mark Lee,                                
Tournament Director 

ml2001@hotmail.com               

(530) 391-0386 

Steve Jenkins,  

Rules & Handicap Chair 

sejenkins68@gmail.com  

(530) 644-3344  

 

MaryAnn Baker,  

Treasurer 

maryann7469@att.net  

(530) 622-3975  

 

Bud Collins, Secretary 

bcollins4503@gmail.com 

(530) 622-8113 

mailto:golfdude41@att.net
mailto:ssjenkins68@hotmail.com
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New 
Rules 

for 
2019 

Here is a summary of the 20 most important Rule 
changes for 2019 (courtesy of Bill Bates who sent me a very 
clear and concise video that covered these changes).  May I be 
so bold as to suggest you make a copy of this article (or ask me 
to send you the word document) and place it in your golf bag 
for easy reference. 

1)  Search time (Rule 18) – The search time to find a ball is 
reduced to three minutes from five minutes.  You should take 
a look at your watch before you start looking.  This should 
speed up the game significantly. 
2)  Ball moved during a search (Rule 7) – When looking for a 
ball in tall grass, you might accidently move the ball while 
searching for it.  You used to get a penalty if you moved your 
ball while looking for it.  You no longer incur a penalty.  The 
ball must be put back where it was. 
3)  Embedded ball (Rule 16) – If the ground is wet, the ball 
may become imbedded.  Previously you only got relief without 
penalty if the ball was in a closely mown area (the fairway or 
the fringe off the green).  Now you can take free relief from 
areas such as the rough and semi rough. 
4)  Club-length (Definition) – Previously, the player could use 
any club to measure “club-length”.  Now a club-length will be 
defined by using the player’s longest club, except for the put-
ter. 
5)  Dropping (Rule 14) – From 1984, you had to drop back-
ward over your shoulder, then from shoulder height.  Now, 
you HAVE to drop from knee height.  If you forget, and drop 
from shoulder height, pick up the ball and drop it again cor-
rectly from knee height, without penalty. 
6)  Wrong green (Rule 13) – If a ball is hit onto the wrong 
green, the previous Rule would not allow you to hit the ball 
from where it was on the green because of the damage you 
would probably make to the green.  You had to move the ball 
so that you would be standing on the green and the ball would 
be in the fringe.  Now, you are not allowed to stand on the 
green and must drop the ball such that you would be standing 
on the fringe, without penalty. 
7)  Ball hits the player or equipment (Rule 11) – If the player 
hits himself (for example, if the ball rebounds off a tree) or his 
own equipment with his own ball, this used to result in a one 
stroke penalty.  Now, there is no penalty.  However, it must 
have happened accidentally.  You are not allowed to use your 
body or equipment on purpose to stop a moving ball (the Mi-
chelson rule).   
8)  Double hit (Rule 10) – It used to be that if you accidentally 
hit the ball twice with one swing, it would be one penalty 
stroke.  Now, there is no longer a penalty.   
9)  Touching the sand in a bunker (Rule 12) – In a bunker, the 
condition of the sand must not be tested before a stroke is 
made.  The club must not be grounded behind the ball before 
the stroke is made and you are not allowed to touch the sand  

during practice swings.  These rules are still in effect 
but have been relaxed somewhat.  For example, you 
can touch the sand incidentally, like smoothing out 
the sand before taking a stroke (as long as it is not in 
the line of play).  You are also now allowed to lean 
on a club while standing in the sand. 
 

10)  Loose impediments (Rule 15) – Previously, you were not 
allowed to touch loose impediments in hazards.  Now, they 
can be removed from anywhere, even in hazards and sand 
bunkers.  You may still not move the ball by removing loose 
impediments and, if done so, the ball must be replaced and 
one penalty stroke is incurred. 
11)  Unplayable ball in the bunker (Rule 19) – If you deter-
mined that you had an unplayable lie in a bunker, you used to 
have three options, each of which incurred a one stroke penal-
ty.  You could drop the ball elsewhere in the bunker (behind 
the spot where the ball laid or within two club lengths), or you 
could go back to the spot from where you hit into the bunker 
(where you would incur a  stroke and distance penalty).  Now, 
there is a fourth option.  You can drop the ball directly behind 
the bunker, but you would incur a two-stroke penalty. 
12)  Penalty areas (Rule 17) – Water hazards are now called red 
and yellow penalty areas and no longer have to contain water.  
This means golf organizations can mark other areas as Penalty 
Areas to enable players to make a sideways drop and thus 
speed up the game. 
13)  Touching the ground and water in Penalty Areas (Rule 17) 
– If you decide to play a ball from a penalty area, you are now 
allowed to ground the club, and you can even set it down be-
hind the ball in the water (ok, I’m not doing that – just sayin’), 
14)  Ball moves on the green after being marked and put back 
(Rule 12) – If you mark your ball on the green and it moves, 
either by wind or by itself, you no longer have to hit it from 
the new spot.  You must put back where it was, without penal-
ty. 
15)  Ball on green moved accidentally by the player (Rule 13) – 
Previously, moving the ball on the green accidentally was with-
out penalty in many cases.  Now, it is without penalty in all 
cases, including accidentally hitting the ball when making a 
practice swing. 
16)  Repairing damage on the green (Rule 13) – It used to be 
that you couldn’t repair the line of put, with few exceptions, 
including pitch marks and old hole marks.  Now pretty much 
all damage can be repaired, including spike marks.  You cannot 
repair the normal contour of the green. 
17)  No positioning the club to help line up the shot (Rule 10) 
– You cannot lay you club down on the green to line up a putt. 
18)  No help from the caddie to line up a putt (Rule 10) – Cad-
dies can no longer help the player line up a putt.  (I’m guessing 
this doesn’t have much applicability to players at Apple Moun-
tain). 
19)  Hitting the flag stick (Rule 13) – Hitting the flag stick is 
without penalty.  This means you can putt without removing 
the flagstick. 
20)  Ball wedged on the flag stick (Rule 17) – The ball is holed 
if part of the ball is below the lip of the hole. 

Steve Jenkins’ 

Rules Corner  
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Remaining 2018  Tournament Schedule 

Nov 2017 - Mar 2018 Winter League Team Championship; Various Formats & Dates 

Tuesday Ball Toss “TBT” 

It’s Winter!  Tee times now start at 10 AM (Ball Toss at 9:50) 

Contact Wayne Duty at golfdude41@att.net to sign up 

Various formats, mostly postable rounds.  Guests are welcome. 

Player of the Year — Final Standings  

1 Bates, Bill 805 

2 Ogden, Ralph 551 

3 Baker, MaryAnn 550 

4 Dixon, Jim 519 

5 Dringenberg, Steve 493 

6 Baker, Ron 489 

7 Jenkins, Steve 484 

8 Lee, Mark 475 

9 Ussery, Jim 454 

10 Humes, Nate 405 

11 Hayworth, Mike 370 

12 Toolson, Jay 364 

13 Logan, Gary 345 

14 Mateo, Chris 321 

15 Dietz, Mike Sr. 297 

16 Dietz, Mike Jr. 296 

17 Hayworth, Jennifer 276 

18 Ward, Jim 270 

19 Cumbra, Jim Jr. 260 

20 Nyhammer,Bruce 260 

21 Hopkinson, Roy 234 

22 Marshall, Jerry 232 

23 Edwards, Beverly 227 

24 Gargus, Joe 222 

The “True” Kings of the Mountain  (Cont from Pg 1) 
 

teams to the NCGA Team Match playoffs - a rare feat for a 
golf club as small as ours.  
However, that's only the beginning of Mr. Lee's contribu-
tions. Besides performing all of his tournament duties, he 
managed the Club website, initiated an enhanced email pro-
gram, authored informative newsletter articles, provided 
computerized scoring at all tournaments, introduced creative 
twists to old tournament formats, and in his spare time, con-
ducted another wildly popular Trail of Terrors tournament. 
During all that, he managed to get in a few rounds of golf.  
The Club at Apple Mountain is extremely grateful for the 
time, energy and expertise Mark Lee has donated to its mem-
bership as well as to the Resort. We were lucky to have a 
member, a true "King of the Mountain", whose positive in-
fluence benefitted the Club for so long and on so many lev-
els. His position on the Board may never again be filled as 
completely and expertly as he did in his years of service to 
the Club.  
However, as voluminous the divot created by Mark's depar-
ture is, the Club must go on. It will most likely take more 
than two feet to fill his shoes, but early election returns indi-
cate that there are at least 3 members waiting in the wings 
willing to give it a shot. We welcome Larry Thornhill, Jim 
"Muddy" Waters and Jim Pritchard to the 2019 Board. Re-
gardless of the size of their collective feet, they will fit in 
nicely. 

Alert readers may have noticed that one name is conspicu-
ously absent from the above list of contributors to the suc-
cess of the Club. One might assume that it is his quiet, unas-
suming demeanor that caused him to be overlooked. To the 
contrary, Steve Jenkins's name rises to the top of the roster 
of Club members whose contributions have been critical to 
not only the success but to the survival of our organization. 
Since 2011, Steve has tirelessly woven himself into the fabric 
of the Board, taking on the trilateral position of Handicap/
Membership/Rules Chairman. Over the 8 consecutive years 
he has held the position, he has become the stalwart of the 
Board, the reliable anchor that keeps us steady in times of 
storm or calm. Mr. Jenkins is another true "King of the 
Mountain" who we will depend on as the Club transitions 
into 2019 with a sizeable gap in experience and knowledge 
on the Board.  
There is a temptation to consider the vacancy left by the tal-
ented Mark Lee as an insurmountable barrier to fulfilling the 
goals of the Club in the coming year. However, just as Mark 
is pursuing opportunities elsewhere, the incoming Board will 
consider it an opportunity and a challenge to carry on the 
legacy of those who have gone before us. We may not do it 
as well as it has been done in the past, but our goal isn't per-
fection. We all have a love and fascination for the game and 
derive joy from playing it. That will be the vision we will try 
to bring to our tasks and to the membership in 2019. 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to the members of the 
Club at Apple Mountain.         


