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From the President 

Commitment to 

the Future 

By John O’Shea 

On behalf of The Club at Apple Mountain - 2018, I welcome 
our members to another year of great golfing. The directors 
and I thank you for supporting the Club over the years and 
look forward to your increased participation as the year pro-
gresses. 
Despite weathering a sudden vacancy on the board of direc-
tors, the Club continues its tradition of producing quality golf 
events. The departure of Tournament Director Ron Baker for 
personal reasons was quickly offset when former president 
Mark Lee stepped in to fill the position. Without missing a 
step, Mark took the lead, guiding the finalization of the 2018 
schedule as well as putting the finishing touches on our inau-
gural year-long event, the King of the Mountain Cup. 
Mark's willingness to assume responsibility for the critical job 
of Tournament Director is an extraordinary example of the 
lengths some members go to ensure the success of our Club. 
Several other members of the past-president's club continue 

to donate their time and experience by serving on the volun-
teer Tournament Committee. With the knowledge and exper-
tise of past directors - Jay Toolson, Dennis Ringnes and Steve 
Dringenberg - the quality of the golfing experience at Apple 
Mountain is greatly enhanced. 
That involvement by former officers of the board of directors 
is certainly a great benefit for the Club, but it also foreshad-
ows a looming crisis. How long can we rely on the same small 
core-group of members to assume the responsibility for run-
ning The Club at Apple Mountain? The lack of a strong field 
of candidates for our recent election and even weaker enthusi-
asm from the voting membership are clear indicators that we 
are headed for difficult times.     
As our overall membership numbers shrink, so does the pool 
of volunteers needed to maintain the quality of Club tourna-
ments and activities. For the last ten years, the membership 
has depended on roughly the same five people to handle all 
the responsibilities involved in running the Club. Without an 
infusion of new energy to the Board, volunteer fatigue is a 
distinct possibility if not already a reality. The bubble of com-
placency is long overdue to burst. 
Therefore, I appeal to ALL members of The Club at Apple 
Mountain to take a more dedicated interest in your organiza-
tion and find the resolve to be of service in whatever way you 
can. I invite the entire membership to attend one of our board 
meetings and see if you can help lighten the load of those 
who have been tirelessly working for your benefit the last ten 
years. Watch your email for further details.  
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Tournament Tap-ins 
By Jay Toolson, Mark Lee and Bud Collins 

 
How could we start April’s tournament article without 
mention of the recently concluded Masters, the most 
highly regarded tournament on the planet? 
Not an epic finish, the 82nd, but nonetheless exciting 
where the once “young guns” like Reed, Fowler, Spieth, 
Thomas, Johnson and McIlroy have claimed their domi-
nance of the golfing entertainment world.  
Chip-ins galore, one who scored an eagle on two con-
secutive holes and holes-in-one aplenty, most notably 
by Jack Nicolas’ grandson, caddying for and witnessed 
by his proud grandfather no less, on the grandest of 
stages during The Masters’ Par 3 contest the Wednes-

day preceding the major tournament.  How can any 
grandfather not like that?  Now, that was epic. 
As for our recent tournament results, we have: 
 

Winter League: 

‘A’ Flight winners Steve Dringenberg and Mark lee 
bested the team of  Mike Dietz, Sr. and Mike Dietz, Jr. 
under sunny and warm skies on March 31st.  The fiercly 
contested finals match had the lead change places sev-
eral times until Dringenberg/Lee eventually prevailed 3 
and 2.  Congratulations to both teams. 
'B' flight champs, Gary Logan and Beverly Edwards 
won their Winter League finals match handily on Fri-
day, March 30.   The duo was down 3 to George Leddy 
and Jay Toolson after 11 holes, but came roaring back to 
win the next 5 of 6 holes to put their match away.  Gary 
ended with a 5 birdie round 73 and his     (Cont. on Pg 2)
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Steve Jenkins’ 

Rules  

Corner  
 

Situations at Apple Mountain 

This month’s Rules Corner will deal with situations that 
have actually occurred in tournaments at Apple Moun-
tain over the last several months. 
The first two situations cover provisional balls.  This 
subject has been covered in the past, but I’m not sure 
whether these particular situations were discussed.  In 
the first situation, a player hits his drive into the rough 
on the right side of Hole #16.  The player looks for the 
ball but doesn’t find it.  He then trudges back to the tee 
box to hit a provisional ball.  Can he do this?  No, he 
cannot.  A provisional ball must be played before he or 
his partner goes forward to search for the original ball. 
You may ask yourself, so what?  If he goes back to hit 
another ball, the effect of hitting a provisional or just 
hitting a ball after taking the lost ball penalty is exactly 
the same.  Au contraire.  Assume the same facts as stat-
ed above.  Once the player starts back to the tee to hit a 
second ball, he has abandoned the first ball and cannot 
play it even if it is found five seconds after he heads 
back to the tee box.  If he had declared and played a 
provisional ball before going to search for the original 
ball, the original ball would still be the official ball in 
play until he makes a shot on a provisional ball that is 
closer to the hole than the original ball.  This actually 
happened to Dennis.  After searching for his ball, he 
walked toward his provisional ball and saw that the 
original ball had apparently bounced off a tree and was 
in the rough just off the fairway.  Good thing he played 
that provisional. 

In the second situation, the player hits his drive into the 
rough on the left side of Hole #1, well short of the haz-
ard that is down by the bridge.  He declares and then 
hits a provisional before looking for the original ball.  
He then goes to look for the original ball and finds it.  
But he can’t really get a good shot at it so he picks it up 
and says he is going to use the provisional.  Can he do 
that?  No, he cannot.  He either has to hit the original 
ball or he has to take an unplayable lie with the result-
ing one stroke penalty.  By the way, there is no rule that 
says he has to go look for the original ball.  But if it is 
found by, let’s say, one of his competitors before he hits 
the provisional ball, he must play the original ball. 
If a ball is hit into an area off the fairway that includes 
brush and tree limbs that are piled for eventual removal, 
does a player get free relief?  In the normal situation, 
where there are such conditions throughout the course, 
free relief is only granted if it is known or virtually cer-
tain that the ball is in the abnormal ground condition.  
This is virtually impossible to determine in most situa-
tions, so free relief would not be granted.  There have 
been times; however, where there is such a preponder-
ance of brush and tree limbs that are piled for eventual 
removal where the Tournament Committee has desig-
nated such specific areas where free relief should be 
granted.  These situations are very rare. 
As you know, during rainy periods, it is easy to have a 
ball embedded in its own pitch-mark.  The Rules of 
Golf indicate that the ball may be lifted, cleaned and 
dropped, without penalty, as near as possible to the spot 
where it lay but not nearer the hole.  This relief is grant-
ed only for such balls that are embedded in “closely 
mowed areas”, i.e. the fairway.  The Tournament Com-
mittee has decided, however, that free relief should be 
granted for embedded balls that are in close proximity 
to the fairway in lesser mowed areas because there are 
several holes where there is no fairway near the green, 
especially behind many greens.  Free relief is not grant-
ed for embedded balls in hazards. 

Tournament Tap-ins (continued from Page 1) 

partner, Bev, contributed with winning putts on 4 holes 
to put the challengers away.  Congratulations to Gary 
Logan and Bev Edwards. 

NCGA Four-Ball Net Qualifier 

The qualifier for the NCGA’s Four-Ball Net Champion-
ship took place on March 29.  Nine teams competed to 
advance to the next round of qualifying on May 24.  The 
winning team was Bud Collins & Ralph Ogden, who 
shot an 11-under par round of net 59.  Bud & Ralph 
were tied by Mike Dietz, Sr. & Mike Dietz, Jr., but they 
prevailed on a “card off” tiebreaker.  Congratulations to 
Bud & Ralph!                                                  (Cont. on Pg 3) 
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John O’Shea, President 

jpocelt@yahoo.com 

(510) 484-7028 

 

John Sellers,  

Vice-President  

johns@digi-doc.com 

(530) 306-4711 

Contact Information 

 
Mark Lee,                                

Tournament Director 

ml2001@hotmail.com               

(530) 391-0386 

 

Steve Jenkins,  

Rules & Handicap Chair 

sejenkins68@gmail.com  

(530) 644-3344  

 

 

MaryAnn Baker,  

Treamsurer 

maryann7469@att.net  

(530) 622-3975  

 

Bud Collins, Secretary 

bcollins4503@gmail.com 

(530) 622-8113 

Tournament Tap-ins    (continued from Page 2) 

King of the Mountain Cup 

The Club announced a new competition this year, fo-
cused on those golfers who want to use the course’s 
longer tees and prefer to play a straight, stroke play for-
mat.  Over 20 golfers have signed up to compete this 
year to become the inaugural King of the Mountain 
(KOM) and to win a Gold Membership at Apple Moun-
tain.  The competition will take place over seven tourna-
ments total, where golfers will accumulate points based 
on their ranked finish, similar to the PGA’s FedEx Cup.   
The first KOM tournament took place on March 29 
(concurrent with the Four-Ball Net Qualifier), and the 
winner was Ralph Ogden who shot an 8-under par, net 
62.  Second place went to Mike Dietz, Jr. with a 7-under 
par, net 63.  And third place was taken by Dennis 
Ringnes, who carded a 6-under par, net 64.  The next 

KOM tournament will take place on May 6.  For more infor-
mation on the King of the Mountain competition, see the 
Club web site at http://theclub-applemountain.weebly.com/
king-of-the-mountain.html. 

After the first KOM tournament, here are the standings. 
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NCGA Team Match 
The Club will once again participate in the NCGA 
Team Match competition (also known as “12-Man”), 
with regular season play beginning in June and running 
through mid-August.  Like last year, we will field both a 
Thursday and Saturday team.  Mark Lee will move over 
to captain the Thursday team, while Nate Humes will 
take over captaining of the Saturday team.  Team Match 
is essentially a match play "league," pitting our club 
versus others in both home and away matches.  Golfers 
are limited to a GHIN index of 18.4 or lower.  If you are 
interested in potentially playing in Team Match, check 
out the Club web site at http://theclub-
applemountain.weebly.com/ncga-team-match.html or 
contact Mark or Nate.   
 

Tuesday Ball Toss (TBT) 

The weekly “Ball Toss” is played on Tuesday mornings 
at 9 AM, weather permitting.  Sign up with MaryAnn 
Baker, marianabaker58@gmail.com, for this fun, low 
key, 18-hole competition.  Various formats, mostly post-
able rounds, are featured.  This is a good venue to get to 
know other Club members, both male and female, and 
to enjoy a weekday golf outing with the Club, where 
guests are welcome.  Contact MaryAnn or the golf shop 
if you have an interest in playing on any given Tuesday. 
 

Tournament Schedule 

The 2018 Tournament Schedule is out and is on the next 
page, so take a look and come out and play.  There is a 
wide mix of serious and fun formats, suitable for golfers 
of all calibers.  Join us, enjoy the beautiful Apple Moun-
tain course, and meet some of your fellow Club mem-
bers! 
 

Upcoming Tournaments 

Next Saturday, April 21st is the 3 Blind Mice tourna-
ment. 
Sunday, May 6th is the NCGA Zone qualifier. 

mailto:ssjenkins68@hotmail.com
http://theclub-applemountain.weebly.com/king-of-the-mountain.html
http://theclub-applemountain.weebly.com/king-of-the-mountain.html
http://theclub-applemountain.weebly.com/ncga-team-match.html
http://theclub-applemountain.weebly.com/ncga-team-match.html
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Tuesday Ball Toss “TBT” 

Tee times start at 9 AM (Ball Toss at 8:50) 
 

Contact MaryAnn Baker at marianabaker58@gmail.com to sign up 

 


