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From the President 

Cinderella’s 

Team 

By John O’Shea 

If we learned anything from the recent nation-

al election, it's that anyone can become presi-

dent. So it is with The Club at Apple Mountain 

- in the space of one short year, I have been 

elevated from a lowly secretarial position to 

the highest office on the board. 

It sounds like a Cinderella story, but that's not 

exactly accurate. Since my initial introduction 

to the workings of the board, I have learned 

that it functions as a team in the purest sense. 

Position titles are more an efficient method of 

identifying members rather than the establish-

ment of a strict governing hierarchy. This year, 

I get to have the cool title of "president"; but 

the Club's success is actually determined by 

the combined efforts of everyone on the 

board, not a presiding officer. 

That being said, I can't ignore the fact that 

there is an outstanding core of individual tal-

ent that is the beating heart of our organiza-

tion. First, there is the man of many hats, Jay 

Toolson. You may have seen the past-

president at his computer after a tournament, 

converting illegible scorecards into a colorful 

video display of results. Another stalwart on 

the board, Steve Jenkins, can usually be 

heard, if not seen, at the scorer's table. His 

voice is said to have a piercing quality, but 

when your name is being announced as one of 

the winners, it takes on a soothing, melodious 

tone. The third core member, Bud Collins, can 

be found circulating among the players, gath-

ering photographic evidence of our golf events 

or attending to the last minute (cont on pg 3) 
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Tournament  

Tap-ins 
By Jay Toolson, & Steve Jenkins 

2017 Winter League:  Twenty-

four teams in three flights, have been com-

peting for the past 5 months in the club’s 

Winter League Championship.  With only 

the finals matches left to play, in two flights 

and 3 regular round matches and the final 

round matches to be played in the third flight, 

it appears that the Winter League will last 

through April.  Rain & snow have hampered 

play to a great extend this year, however, 6 

teams out of the 24 total teams were able to 

finish their matches within the specified time. 

NCGA Four Ball Net Qualifier:  In 

the year’s first qualifier, the team of 

Nate Humes and Mark Lee qualified 

with a very smooth 11 

under par, on Saturday, 

March 11.  Nate & Mark 

won by 1 shot over the 

runner up team of   Mike Dietz, 

Sr. and Mike Dietz, Jr.  The 

team of Ron Baker and Wayne Duty finished 

3rd at 9 under Par.  Nate & Mark will play in 

the follow on sectional (cont on pg 3)          
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Steve Jenkins’ 

 Rules  

 Corner  
Practice 

 
The Rules of Golf limit the areas and times in 

which a player may practice. 

Permitted practice is substantially different in 

stroke play than match play.  By rule, on any 

day of a match-play event, players may prac-

tice on the competition course prior to the 

start of their round.  Conversely, in stroke 

play, players are not permitted to practice on 

the competition course prior to the start of the 

round, nor may they test the surface of any 

putting green on the course by rolling a ball or 

roughening or scraping the surface.   

Why the difference in the two forms of play?  

The reason has much to do with providing 

equal opportunity for all players.  In a stroke-

play competition with many players all com-

peting against one another, the players in the 

first groups do not have as much of an oppor-

tunity to practice on the course before their 

rounds, while a player who is to play later has 

a much greater opportunity to practice on the 

course before the round.  In match play, the 

concern is only that the two players in the 

match have the same opportunity to practice 

as they are not competing against anyone oth-

er than themselves. 

The penalty for violation of practice prior to 

the start of the round is disqualification in both 

match play and stroke play. 

Once the player’s stipulated round has begun, 

a player may not make a practice stroke dur-

ing the play of a hole.  However, between the 

play of two holes, the player may practice put-

ting or chipping on or near the putting green 

of the last hole played, any practice putting 

green and the teeing ground of the next hole 

to be played.  The player may not practice 

putting or chipping on any fairway.  Practice 

strokes may not be played from bunkers or 

water hazards and practicing must not delay 

play. 

The penalty for violation of practice during the 

stipulated round is loss of hole in match play 

or a two-stroke penalty in stroke play. 

A couple of Decisions: 

A hole is considered completed when the ball 

has been holed out, the next stroke conceded 

or the ball is picked up. 

A stroke on a ball after the hole has been de-

cided is not considered a practice stroke. 

Knocking a ball back to a player who has hit a 

wayward shot is not considered a practice 

stroke. 

 
 
 

John O’Shea, President 
jpocelt@yahoo.com 

(510) 484-7028 

 
Ron Baker,  

Vice-President & 
Co-Tournament Director 

rbaker512@gmail.com  

(530) 622-3975  

 

Contact Information 

 
Jay Toolson,  

Tournament Director 
jay4075@gmail.com 

(530) 622-5656 

Steve Jenkins, Rules & 

Handicap Chair 

sejenkins68@gmail.com  

(530) 644-3344  

 

 
 

MaryAnn Baker,  
Treasurer 

maryann7469@att.net  

(530) 622-3975  

 

Bud Collins, Secretary 
bcollins4503@gmail.com 

(530) 622-8113 
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From the President (Cont from pg 1) 

details overlooked by others. 

In 2017, the board officer ranks were aug-

mented by the husband and wife team of Ron 

and MaryAnn Baker. They hit the ground run-

ning, with Ron covering the vice president po-

sition and MaryAnn taking on the treasurer's 

role. From what I've seen of Ron's manage-

ment of the Tuesday Ball Toss and MaryAnn's 

financial reports, the Bakers are already con-

tributing strongly to the success of our club.  

In addition to the named board members, 

there are others who work mostly behind the 

scenes on the Tournament Committee. They're 

not strangers - several, such as Mark Lee 

(current Team Match Captain), Dennis 

Ringnes, and Ron Buchanan have occupied 

one or more positions on the board over the 

years. Completing the committee roster are 

Rob Lupient, Ralph Ogden, Nate Humes and 

Jim Cumbra. They all help to keep tourna-

ments and Club events running smoothly, es-

pecially Rob who has organized the entertain-

ing TBT Christmas party and several enjoyable 

road trips.  

I'm looking forward to working with this team 

of board and committee members who gener-

ously devote their time and energy so that the 

members of The Club at Apple Mountain can 

enjoy both social and competitive golf, confi-

dent that their experience is in friendly and ca-

pable hands.  

Tournament Tap-ins (cont from pg 1) 

qualifier on May 25, with the NCGA 

Four-Ball Net Championship proper 

being played on June 19 &20, 2017, 

at Quail Lodge and Poppy Hills Golf 

Clubs. 

Ham & Egg Shamble: Our first 

tournament of the year was the Ham 

& Egg Shamble.  It’s a combination of serious 

and fun.  Ten teams of 3 were put together in 

order to try to make the combined handicaps 

about the same for each team.  Scores for all 

players on the team were added to get the 

team score.  Three drives required from each 

player.  And, you could use mulligans, the 

number of which were based on your handi-

cap.  Well, with three days to go, the chance 

of rain for the event was 70%.  But, miracu-

lously, with two days to go, the chance of rain 

was reduced to 15%.  Nobody had any idea 

what kind of score would be needed to get in 

the money (four places were paid).  Some of 

the scores were just incredible.  The team of 

Ralph Mouillesseaux, Dennis DeMoss and  

Mark Lee placed first, 

an amazing 32 net 

strokes under par.  In 

second, only one stroke 

behind, were Humes, 

Ussery & Gabby Gargus.  

Third went to Marshall, 

Ringnes & Lupient with 

Ogden, Knieriem & Buchanan in fourth.  Grant-

ed, the high handicapper gets the benefit of 

the long driver on most holes, but really?!?  

Ralph M., a 25 Handicapper, shot 73 - gross.  

He didn’t even use 2 of his mulligans.  Almost 

half the field shot gross 79 or better, including 

a gross 66 by Nate (and I’m sure they mostly 

used his drives).  All in all, a very good day. 

Tuesday Ball Toss (TBT):  The weekly “Ball 

Toss” is played on Tuesday mornings at 9 AM, 

weather permitting.  Sign up with Ron Baker, 

rbaker512@gmail.com, for this fun, low key, 

18 hole competition.  Various formats, mostly 

postable rounds, are featured.  This is a good 

venue to get to know other (cont on pg 4)     
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  NCGA Twelve 

  Man Team  

  Match Play 
             By Mark Lee  

Though the wet weather this year seems never 

ending, before we know it, summer will be up-

on us, and that’s the time for the annual NCGA 

Team Match competition.  New for this year, 

our Club will be fielding both a Thursday and a 

Saturday team.  I am pleased to once again be 

Team Captain for the Saturday team, while Jay 

Toolson is coordinating the activities of the 

Thursday team. 

So, what exactly is “Team Match”?  Also 

known as “the 12-man,” Team Match is the 

largest club competition which the NCGA runs, 

including almost 200 teams and over 3,000 

players each year.  Teams from golf courses 

throughout Northern California are put into 

groups of 3 or 4, which play a series of home 

and away matches against one another.  In 

each match, 12 golfers from each club play in 

a combination of both individual and team 

(better ball) match play.  Think the Ryder Cup 

played over about four months.  The competi-

tion is high-pressure, rules-focused, serious 

golf, generally at courses much longer – 

though not necessarily harder -- than Apple 

Mountain. 

The winner of each group proceeds into the 

playoffs, which generally consists of four pre-

liminary rounds of play before the finals which 

are held at Poppy Hills in Monterey.  Despite 

the modest size of our club (between 100-150 

members), the Saturday Apple Mountain team 

has done extremely well in this event, compet-

ing with and beating clubs as much as 3-4 

times our size and making it to the semi-final 

“round of four” the last three years in a row.  

With us now fielding a Thursday team this 

year, our chances of reaching that final round 

in Monterey have now doubled! 

Should you have an interest in the 12-man 

competition (open to women, as well), please 

contact Jay Toolson or myself.  (Note that you 

must play to a GHIN index of 18.4 or less.)  

We’re always on the lookout for new talent.  

But even if you’re not playing in this year’s 

NCGA Team Match, I hope you’ll take pride in 

our Club’s accomplishments.  Get more infor-

mation or follow us during the year at http://

theclub-applemountain.weebly.com/ncga-team

-match.html.  Wish us luck! 

Tournament Tap-ins (cont from pg 3)  

club members, both male and female, and to 

enjoy a weekly golf outing with the club, 

where guests are welcome.  Contact Ron if you 

have an interest in playing. 

Upcoming Events 

2017 Match Play Championship, w ill begin 

in the early days of April and run through the 

end of May.  Signups are closed.   

NCGA Zone Championship Qualifier:  This 

qualifier will be played on Sunday May 7*, at 

Apple Mountain, 12 Noon.  Signups will be 

open to qualified members until May 3, 2017. 

Carson Valley Trip:  A two-day overnighter 

is planned for May 10 & 11.  Lodging & Dinner 

is planned at the Carson Valley Inn & Casino 

with golf at two valley golf courses.  Contact 

Rob Lupient, rlupient@live.com, for infor-

mation on this guaranteed fun annual trip. 

I hope you will all come out and join us for fun 

and exciting golf competition this year.  We 

have flights and tee boxes for each level of 

golf so that everyone can enjoy our events, 

male and female alike.  I guarantee you will 

enjoy the golf and social experience and come 

back for more. 
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The 2017  Tournament Schedule 

Feb. 28, Tue.  12 N  Yocha Dehe Trip — [COMPLETED] 

Mar 4, Sat. 10AM  4-Ball NCGA Qualifier — [COMPLETED] 

Mar. 18, Sat. 10 AM  Ham & Egg Scramble — [COMPLETED] 

April thru May              Winter League Playoffs 

April thru May              Match Play Championship, Individual Match Play 

May 7, Sun. 12 N  Zone Champ. NCGA Qualifier, 2 Pers. Better Ball, Team  

May 10-11 We.-Th.  Carson Valley Trip, Overnight Stay, 2 Days of Golf* 

May 20, Sat. 12 N  3 Blind Mice, 3 Person; 1, 2 or 3 Best Ball, Team & Skins* 

June thru August  Summer League Team Championship; Various Formats & Dates 

June thru August  NCGA  Team Match Play  (P layers, Dates & Locations TBD)  

Jun 11, Sun. 12 N  Senior Medal Championship; Indiv. Medal P lay + Skins  

Jun 22, Thur. 10 AM Senior 4-Ball NCGA Qualifier, 2 Person, Team  

Jul 11, Tues. 9 AM  Ryder Cup Rumble, 2 Teams, 3 Formats* 

Jul 20, Thur. 9 AM  Net Amateur NCGA Qualifier: Indiv. Medal P lay  

Aug 5-6, Sa.-Su. 12 N Club/Putting Championship, Indiv. Medal P lay +Skins  

Aug 29, Tues. 9 AM  Tahoe Golf Club  TBT Away event*  

Sep 12, Tues. 9 AM   4-Play Tournament w/4 clubs; 2-Person Teams & Skins* 

Oct. 14, Sat. 1 PM  Member Guest 9-Hole Skin’s Game, Individual* 

Oct 15,  Sun. 10 AM  Member Guest Tournament, Various Formats*  

Nov 2017 - Mar 2018 Winter League Team Championship; Various Formats & Dates 

Nov 4, Sat. 10 AM  Player’s Appreciation Tourney, Medal & Skins (rain 11/ 11) 

Nov 28, Tues. 10 AM Cyder Cup Team Challenge (Invitational — Club vs Resort) 

 

Special Note: * Guests are welcome (7 more Tournaments) 

Tuesday Ball Toss “TBT” 

Tee times start at 9 AM (Ball Toss at 8:50) 
 

Contact Ron Baker at rbaker512@gmail.com to sign up 
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