
 
 
Handicapping and Rules for Alternate Shot formats: 
 
 

• Each team will have a single course handicap that will be applied in order to determine a net 
score.  
• A team’s course handicap is determined by taking 60% of the course handicap of the lower 
handicap player added to 40% of the course handicap of the higher handicap player (rounded to 
nearest whole number; figures ending in 0.5 and higher round up).  
• Lower handicapped team plays at scratch; the other team is given strokes based upon the 
difference between the two teams course handicaps. 
• Strokes are given on the hardest holes (e.g., if there is a one stroke difference in course 
handicaps between two teams, the higher handicap team strokes on the #1 handicap hole).  
• Winner of the hole is determined by comparing the best net score of one 2-person team versus 
the best net score of the other 2-person team.  
• Lift, clean, and place rules apply (maximum of 12 inches, through the green in all lies except 
hazards, and players must retain a like lie).  Winter Rules apply.  
• If Apple Mountain Hole #11 is a temporary green, it becomes the #18 handicap hole, for the 
purposes of  allocating strokes, and all other holes on the back nine other than #12 have their 
hole handicaps decreased by 2.  
• All Alternate Shot matches must be completed by Feb. 1. 
 
 

Specific Rules for Front 9 – Alternating Balls:  
 
• Both players tee off on every hole, and then alternate balls until both balls are holed out. For 
example: Player A will drive ball 1,  hit his 2nd shot on ball 2, his third shot on ball 1 and so on 
until ball 1 is holed out.  Ball 2 will be played similarly but by the opposite team member. At 
least one ball must be played out to get a net score for each hole.  Either  ball may be “picked 
up” at any time to speed up pace of play. 
• Players must alternate strikes of each ball regardless of the current “score” of that ball. For 
example, if Player A tees off and hits the ball OB, then Player B would continue playing this ball 
by teeing off again, from the original (A’s) teeing position, hitting three. Similarly, if Player A 
tees off and hits a poor shot that may be lost, then Player B must hit the provisional ball from B’s 
original teeing position. 
• Winner of the hole is determined by comparing the best net score of one 2-person team versus 
the best net score of the other 2-person team.  
• To help with pace of play, if the first ball of a team has no chance of beating their second ball, 
then the first ball should be picked up and only the second ball should be played.  
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Specific Rules for Back 9 Chapman:  (Hit two and pick) 
 
 

• Both players tee off on every hole, and then alternate balls to hit their second shots. 
• After both second shots are hit, one of the team’s two balls must be chosen to be played from 
then forward, and is played in an alternate shot fashion. (Example: If the ball which is chosen to 
be played was teed off by Player A and hit secondly by Player B, then Player A would play the 
third shot, Player B the fourth shot, etc.) 
• Note that each ball is struck twice before a team must decide whether or not to use it, regardless 
of the current “score” of that ball. For example,  Player A tees off and hits the ball OB, then 
Player B would continue playing this ball by teeing off again, hitting three. Afterwards, the team 
would decide whether to use this ball or the alternate ball to continue the hole. 
 
• Note that players may replace their own ball when alternating shots. 
 
• Winner of the hole is determined by comparing the net score of one 2-person team vs. the net 
score of the other 2-person team. 
 
2 points to the winner of both sides, 1 point to the winner of one side.  ½ point to both teams if 
either side is halved.  A minimum of two matches completed per month earns ½ extra point. 
 
 
 
 
Turn your signed, dated, cards, with total individual scores, into the golf shop (Score Card 
Box).  Do Not Post Your Own Scores!  Email match results to the tournament coordinator. 
 
 


