
  
 
 

 

 
Handicapping and rules for Better Ball formats: 
 

• Both players from each team play their own ball for every hole. 
• 100% of the player’s course handicap is used, based on the club's tournament handicap policy. 
• Lowest handicapped golfer plays at scratch; all other golfers are given strokes based on differences in course 
handicap. Strokes are given on the hardest holes (e.g., if there is a one stroke difference between the lowest 
handicap player and another player, the higher handicap player strokes on the #1 handicap hole). 
• Lift, clean, and place rules apply (maximum of 12 inches, through the green in all lies except hazards, and 
must retain a like lie).  However, if both teams agree to play Summer Rules, they may be played even if carts 
are not allowed on the course. 
• If Apple Mountain Hole #11 is a temporary, it becomes the #18 handicap hole, for the purposes of allocating 
strokes, and all other holes on the back nine other than #12 have their hole handicaps decreased by 2. 
 

• Do not post your scores.  Scores will be posted by the Handicap Chairman.  Be sure to deposit score 
cards in card box in the shop.  
• December formats must be completed in Dec.  If you have scheduling problems, contact coordinator. 
• Players who pick up on a particular hole must record the score they most likely would have achieved 
had they played out the hole  (Equitable Stroke Control, applies).  If you have any doubts about what 
score to record, consult with your playing partners.  
• If any holes are not played (because a match ended early, for example), you must record “Par Plus.” In 
other words, you record a score of par plus any handicap strokes you would have received had you been 
playing with your established course handicap. 
 

Rules for Front Nine Better Ball: 
 

• Winner of the hole is determined by comparing the best individual net score of one 2-person team versus the 
best individual net score of the other 2-person team. 
• In the case of a tie, the hole is halved.  There are no carryover holes. 
• To help with pace of play, golfers who have no chance on a particular hole should pickup and must record the 
score they most likely would have achieved (limited by ESC). If you have any doubts as to what score to record, 
consult with your playing partners. 
 

Rules for Back Nine Better Ball (Ties, go to 2nd Ball):  
 

Winner of the hole is determined in the following manner: 
1. First, compare the best individual net score of one 2-person team versus the best individual net score 
of the other 2-person team. If there is a lower net score, then that team wins the hole (regardless of 
what the remaining players scored). If there is a tie, then proceed to Step #2 below. 
2. Compare the 2nd individual net score of one team versus the 2nd individual net 
score of the other. If there is a lower net score, then that team wins the hole. If both of these scores 
are a tie, the hole is halved. There are no carryover holes. 
 

Two points to the Winning team (1 point per 9 hole win), the team with the most holes won.  One point 
each, if the match is tied;  ½ point for 9 hole tie.  One quarter extra will be awarded to both teams if the 
match is completed in the month assigned.  Two completed matches per month earns ½ extra point. 
 
Turn your signed, dated, cards, with total individual scores, into the golf shop (Score Card Box).  Do Not 
Post Your Own Scores!   In addition, Email match results to the tournament coordinator. 
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